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    NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA 

  ON WEDNESDAY 17 JULY 2024, 7pm 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows 
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr J Henderson 
Cllr B Roberts 

Cllr P Singleton 
Cllr D Sive (Chairman)  
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
1 member of the public, 2 police officers (who left at 7.07pm), and the Northaw & Cuffley Office 
Manager.  

24/25-22 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Apologies have been received from all Borough Councillors who also have a Council 
meeting this evening in chambers.  Apologies were received from Cllr Clark and 
were accepted for the reason stated.  
Chairman made an announcement and this is added verbatim and attached to these 
minutes as an appendix.  
Cllr Singleton also made a short announcement regarding his intention to remain on 
the Council and this was noted by Council.  

24/25-23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No interests were noted with regards the agenda but should any other conflicts 
become apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda.

24/25-24 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.04pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were none to the Council but the PCSO in attendance gave a short update on 
the areas crime statistics.  There were question from councillors on Colesdale events 
and activity at KGV. The PCSO was asked to check access to the Tolmers site 
including the public entrance to the woods which was blocked recently.   
7.07pm Standing Orders recommenced  

24/25-25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the extraordinary Parish Council meeting held 26th June 2024, were noted 
as circulated.  No changes were suggested, minutes presented were duly proposed, 
seconded and RESOLVED by a majority show of hands to be a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council. Signed 
copies would be held on file and in the Parish Council records at the archive as 
required. 
Motion carried.  

24/25-26 LOCAL POLICE REPORT  
This item was moved by the Chairman to Item 24 as agreed. 

24/25-27 FINANCE 
a) Retrospective Approval of payments June 2024

Councillors noted the circulated and approved payment schedule for June 2024.
Payments 37-65 were paid by BACS through Unity on 20/06/2024 a total of
£31,718..46.  The payments as noted would be confirmed within these minutes.
Payments were duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by a majority show
of hands. Motion carried.

24/25 Oct - Item 35 
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b) Approval of payments to be made in July 2024  
Councillors noted the circulated and approved payment schedule for July 2024. 
Payments 66-102 had been prepared and invoices were ready for councillors to 
sign this evening.  There were several questions on the invoices which were 
clarified with the two councillors checking the invoices Once approved these 
payments would be added to the bank for approval and paid by BACS.  
Councillors requested that the payment sheet returned again to Council in 
September so the sheet could be reviewed once corrected.  The payments were  
Payments were duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by a majority show 
of hands to be paid under delegated authority to the Clerk.  
Motion carried. 

c) Delegated authority for August 2024 payments  
The Clerk was given delegated authority to make the August for Month 5.  This 
was subject to sign off by two councillors prior to payment and that the payment 
sheets would be retrospectively approved at the September  2024 meeting – this 
motion was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of 
hands. 

d) Potential elector challenge to 2023/24 accounts  
Council were informed of a potential challenge to the 2023/24 accounts.  It was 
noted that the current challenge was being made informally at this stage but had 
the potential to be made formal. If a formal complaint was made the costs would 
be approx. £450 per hour depending on the level of the auditor dealing. 
There is £5k in contingency for this but from next year it was recommended that 
an EMR amount be added to the budget. There was debate on the nature of the 
complaint and as a result certain policies and documents would be reviewed and 
introduced both this and next financial year. 

24/25-28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE – PROPOSED EXPENDITURE FOR REVIEW AND ACTION  
a) KGV Groundworks Hatfield Masterplan proposal   

The report was noted as circulated.  There was a discussion on the specialist 
nature of the project work required and that nature of the extensive amount of 
money involved in this project including the already allocated S106 funding plus 
other S106 funding which was shortly to be allocated.  As a result of the debate  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by majority show of hands that 
the quote for the 5 phase scope of works be accepted in the amount of 
£32,885.00 Groundworks Hatfield be appointed as quoted to carry out the 
strategic planning and community consultation for the KGV project.  Funds would 
be allocated from the EMR (ear marked reserve) 322 allocated for the KGV 
Masterplan which has a current balance of £200,000.   
Motion carried. 
Councillors were keen to get a timescale and plan of what would happen and 
when.  The Clerk would appoint the contractor and organise an initial site visit 
and confirm this.  

b) Play Area Annual Maintenance Northaw & KGV, Cuffley  
The report was noted as circulated. The Clerk confirmed that the zipwire rsulted 
in several reports of broken bones and near misses with children attending 
hospital as a result.  There was also the issue of misuse with it being used by 
older children, pets and adults. The Clerk was asked if there was a cost obtained 
for removal of the zipwire but this had not been requested.  Councillors shared 
their concerns over the safety of the zipwire.  Councillors continued to debate all 
of the equipment in each play area and wished to go through each area item by 
item, in Northaw it was duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by unanimous 
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show of hands that the works and repairs totalling £11,588.57 would be carried 
out.   
Motion carried  
At KGV it was duly proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED by a show 
of hands that the works totalling £3,116.06 be carried out. 
Motion carried  
It was further duly proposed, seconded and RESOLVED by a majority show of 
hands that the KGV zipwire be removed under delegated authority of the C Clerk 
if the removal cost were to be quoted below £2,500.  
Motion carried  

c) PLOUGH HILL BENCH REPLACEMENT  
The report was noted as circulated. The Clerk confirmed that this would be the 
second damaged bench replacement and that just a year ago it was replaced.  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that the family be contacted about the removal and replacement in an alternative 
location of the memorial bench.  The pump would be potentially also remove and 
relocated but residents thoughts would be sought in the next edition of Update.  
Motion carried.  
The Clerk was preparing a memorial bench and tree policy for Council to review 
at the next meeting.  

d) NORTHAW PHONE BOX MAINTENANCE  
The report was noted as circulated. Councillors commented that as this was a 
historic item it should be the correct colour and it was duly proposed, seconded, 
and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the quote to repaint was 
accepted. 
Motion carried  

e) MAYNARD PLACE BARRIER REPLACEMENT  
The report was noted as circulated. The Clerk confirmed that the barrier could no 
longer be repaired so a replacement was the only option. Councillors requested 
that it was painted bright yellow in the hope it may get seen more. It was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the 
quote for a new barrier be accepted and selection of the contractor was 
delegated to the Clerk but that a warranty should be sought. . 
Motion carried  

f) LOST PROPERTY  
The report was noted as circulated. The Clerk confirmed this would be a redraft 
of the policy and this was primarily to confirm what happened with cash amounts. 
Councillors noted the issue and agreed that any amount of cash would be 
donated top the Council nominated Charity which this year was chosen as the 
Cuffley Community Library.  It was duly proposed, seconded and unanimously 
RESOLVED that the £20 be passed to the Library.  
Motion carried  
The Clerk was asked to amend the Los Property policy for the next Council 
meeting to reflect the decision made and also add a lost property form .  

g) MEMORIAL BENCH ON THE HERTFORDSHIRE WAY (POST 20)  
The report was noted as circulated. The Clerk confirmed this bench is not owned 
by the Parish Council but by the Friends of the Hertfordshire Way – there were 
two options.  The Parish Council take ownership of the bench in perpetuity and 
all maintenance requirements, costs and insurances or offer a one off grant to 
the Friends of Hertfordshire Way to carry out maintenance on their bench.  
Council requested this item be deferred to the September meeting until the 
Memorial Bench and Tree Policy is reviewed. 
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24/25-29 PLANNING & LEGAL MATTERS  
a) CORRESPONDENCE TO RESIDENTS WHERE A HAZARD IS REPORTED  

The Clerk confirmed that this an item requiring delegated authority for letters to 
be sent to residents who manage their property within the parish boundary and 
create a hazard to other residents.  This was explained as cutting hedges and 
dumping rubbish, trimming trees and not clearing appropriately or having a plant 
that requires management growing through a fence etc.  The  list is not 
exhaustive but the homeowner should be located and a letter should be sent with 
Council permission by the Parish Clerk.  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that delegated authority be given to the Clerk to send letters to any residents as 
required.   
Motion required 
An article on cutting back landowners hedges and trees would be put into the 
September Update. .  

b) KGV PAVILION LEASE WITH CUFFLEY FOOTBALL CLUB  
The heads of terms for the lease had been agreed in principle by the Fields in 
Trust solicitor in May 2021 subject to certain conditions which were to be met 
and included.  The lease was finally agreed and signed by all parties last week 
and sent to Fields in Trust who have confirmed that final sign off will be made 
shortly but that the Parish Council should proceed with the public notice of issuing 
the lease.  A public notice will be put up on the website, the noticeboards and in 
the Welwyn Hatfield Times for a period of two editions.  Once any comments 
have been noted, the final sign off has been received from Fields in Trust the 
lease will be registered with the Lands Registry.  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that two adverts would be placed into the Welwyn Hatfield Times during 
September 2024.  
Motion carried  
Council were informed that a resident had reported to the Fields in Trust that the 
Parish Council had not followed due process but this was incorrect but noted. 

c) PLANNING  

• Councillor response to Potters Bar 900 home  
It was noted that this application was not in the Local Plan and was a 
public consultation so the Parish Council would comment on the next 
formal stage  

• Meadway application is at DMC on 25th July 2024.  It was confirmed that 
no councillor was available to attend and that a Borough Councillor would 
be asked to read the statement on behalf of the Parish Council or it would 
be read out by the Planning Officer.  It was duly proposed, seconded and 
unanimously RESOLVED to delegated the drafting and submission of the 
statement to the Clerk. 
Motion carried  

24/25-30 PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
a) Clerk report  

The Clerk reported that: 

• Complaints received regarding smell and flies as a result of the Biogas plant 
at Cattlegate Farm – referred residents to Environmental Health but Council 
may wish to consider also writing to WHBC.  

• Highlighted the Parish Councillor vacancy which will be advertised again.  
• HR/Staffing Committee required to discuss staff requests.  
• The Clerk then noted several items for the next Council meeting in September  
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b) Update magazine  

It was confirmed that this was currently issued under delegated authority.  
Councillors would now like to see the edition before it goes to print so they can 
review and comment.  It was duly proposed, seconded and unanimously 
RESOLVED that the Update newsletter would be sent to all councillors for 
comment prior to submitting to print.  This would commence from edition 83 in 
September 2024. 
Motion carried 

c) Matters for reporting since issuing agenda  
None  

d) Councillors question to Clerk  
None  

24/25-31 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
8.45pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public: 

• Resident asked which councillors is attending DMC, this was confirmed 
during the meeting and confirmed again to be a statement which would be 
read out. Resident said that she could not hear councillors properly.  This 
comment was agreed by Cllr Cheetham who also mentioned one councillor 
in particular could not be heard.  No councillors had mentioned any issue 
during the meeting but this was noted.  

• Orchard lease update, been chased and still waiting, will be chased again for 
September meeting.  

8.52pm Standing Orders recommenced  
The Chair of Council thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at             
8.53pm. 

Meeting closed at 8.53pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 29th July 2024   
For approval by Council 18th September 2024 
 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr Sive  
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST – Q1 2024/25  

Approved payments for April (Month 1)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £     inc. VAT  

01 A & E Gardens Lining and cutting Q4 2023/24 KGV pitches   £          975.00  

02 Premier Garage Doors - KGV Garage Sv Inv 2895  £          115.00  

03 Herts Full Stop - First Aid refill. Invoice H032407267  £            17.18  

04 Sun Cleaning Windows MP Office Invoice March 2024  £            20.00  

05 Cuffley Hall Room Hire 13/03/2024 March meeting Invoice 057  £            49.50  

06 TBS Hygiene - Replacement litter bins with lids Invoice 5245  £          728.66  

07 TBS Hygiene - Removal of bench after accident Invoice 5244  £            84.00  

08 HAPTC - 2022/25 Subscription to HAPTC and NALC   £       1,200.06  

09 Rosewood Irrigation Svs - Irrigation System starup Invoice MTI268447  £          516.00  

010 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 34653  £          326.63  

011 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 34656  £          243.94  

012 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 34640  £          408.67  

013 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 34654  £          142.75  

014 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Hanging Baskets Inv 34782  £       1,248.00  

015 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - memorial Bench Base Northaw  Inv 34755  £          792.00  

016 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Crosshtaching Repair Sopers CP Inv 34458  £          216.00  

017 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Surface Damage repair Sopers CP  Inv 34459  £          696.00  

018 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Replacemnt drain cover KGV Inv 34460  £          192.00  

019 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Northaw Pond Maint Inv 34914  £            96.00  

020 Broxap Ltd - Memorial Bench Northaw Inv. 00000316730  £       1,256.40  

021 Defib Warehouse - Cabinet door replacement Northaw Inv DW-147184  £          150.00  

022 Hertfordshire CCTV - Annual Monit/Maint Sv to 31/03/2025 4100010896  £       1,284.82  

023 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Sma/trans chg for May24 and Mar 24  Inv. 7902  £          213.11  

024 AVA recreation Ltd - Invoice 3203  Inspection and Repairs KGV   £          656.57  

025 Finepoint Property Service -  KGV block refurbishment Inv 1298  £       3,927.00  

026 Konica Minolta Copy & Print for Jan-Apr 2024 Invoice 1200187257  £            52.10  

027 Konica Minolta Copier Rental Apri-July 2024 Invoice 1200151715  £          102.60  

028 Rialtas Business Solutions - OMEGA Closedown 2023/24 Invoice 31551  £          990.00  

029 Rialtas Business Solutions - Annual Support 2024/25 Invoice SM29987  £          666.00  

030 Rialtas Business Solutions - Making Tax Digital VAT Invoice SM29988  £          132.00  

031 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 061957 TORO Repair KGV  £          474.26  

032 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 061738 2 stroke Aspen Fuel    £            24.50  

033 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 061960 2 stroke Aspen Fuel    £            24.50  

034 Complete Fire Protection - Annual Fire extinguisher sv KGV Inv. 27244  £          108.00  

035 Office Manager Expenses - Diesel and D-Day flags  £          207.24  

036 Clerk Expenses - Zoom April 2024    £            15.59  
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Approved payments for May/June (Month 2/3)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £     inc. VAT  

037 Herts Full Stop - Stationery inc security, office stationery Inv H052407863  £           101.09  

038 Sun Cleaning - Maynards Place Window Cleaning 2 cleans April 2024   £             20.00  

039 Sun Cleaning - Maynards Place Window Cleaning 2 cleans May 2024  £             20.00  

040 D & C Building Services - Repair of Maynard Place barrier   £        1,800.00  

041 D & C Building Services – Repair/welding Maynard Place padlock Sign  £           175.00  

042 Sign of the Tmes - Northaw Village Sign partial grant Invoice 35591  £      11,820.00  

043 HAPTC Internal Audit 2023/24 Invoice 2425/159  £           556.40  

044 Clear Councils Insurance - Annual Insurance all assets  Inv. LC001434  £        5,023.45  

045 First Choice Quality Decorators - Plaques and benches Inv 70  £           445.00  

046 Public Clocks Ltd - Mgardens Clock repair Invoice no 4241  £           528.00  

047 CP Associates - HR Project Report Invoice 003/202425  £           790.00  

048 CS Shredding - Bulk shredding Invoice No P13334  £             64.80  

049 Hertfordshire Display - Newsletter Printing Newsletter 82 Inv. 120575  £           886.00  

050 Cuffley Hall - Mtg Room Hire Main Hall for APM and APEM May 2024   £           110.50  

051 Finepoint Property Service -  KGV block refurb Inv 1310 4th payment   £        3,927.00  

052 The Play Inspection Company Ltd - Annual Play Inspect x 2 Inv. 69484  £           984.00  

053 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Smartfolio/trans chg for Apr 24 Inv. UK0008606  £           194.53  

054 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Box of parking tickets for machine in MP   £           582.00  

055 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection April 2024 Invoice 5371  £           691.20  

056 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection April 2024 Invoice 5372  £           153.60  

057 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection May 2024 Invoice 5442  £           828.00  

058 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection May 2024 Invoice 5441  £           168.00  

059 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 35066  £           326.63  

060 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 35063  £           243.94  

061 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 35046  £           408.67  

062 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 35065  £           142.75  

063 Office Manager Expenses - May and June 2024  £           111.92  

064 Zoom Subscription - Parish Clerk expenses May 2024  £             15.98  

065 Substance - Newsletter editorial and set up June 2024   £           600.00  
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Appendix to Minutes 17/07/2024 
 
Thank you all for attending this Parish Council meeting. Your presence here demonstrates your 

commitment to our community and your interest in the council observing due process. 

As a council we value the contributions and concerns that our residents bring to us in person, by 

email, telephone and in these meetings. 

However it is essential to address a matter of utmost importance that affects the integrity and 

functioning of the council.  

The Parish Council is dedicated to maintaining a respectful, safe, and constructive environment 

for all. This commitment extends to our staff, councillors, and every resident who participates in our 

discussions and activities.  

It is unfortunate that, with this in mind that we must address the issue of vexatious or bullying 

behaviour. 

We will not tolerate any form of behaviour considered inappropriate in its manner or tone directed 

towards our staff or councillors. S 

It is vital to understand that while we encourage robust debate and the expression of diverse 

opinions, this must always be conducted with mutual respect and civility. 

To ensure that we uphold these standards, the council is in the process of drafting a Vexatious 

Complainant Policy. This policy will provide clear guidelines and procedures for addressing any 

incidents of vexatious or bullying behaviour.  

It is designed to protect our staff and councillors, ensuring they can perform their duties without 

fear of harassment or undue pressure. 

This policy will be voted upon by the councillors and if passed enforced rigorously. Any individual 

displaying vexatious or bullying behaviour will be dealt with in accordance with this policy.  

We will take appropriate measures to address such conduct, which may include restrictions on 

communication or participation in Council activities. 

We believe that by setting these standards, we are fostering a more respectful and productive 

environment for everyone involved.  

Our objective is to create a community where ideas can be shared freely and disagreements can 

be resolved amicably, all while maintaining the dignity and respect of all parties. 

We ask for your understanding and cooperation in this matter. Let us work together to ensure that 

our Parish remains a place where constructive dialogue and community spirit thrive. 

Thank you for your attention and your continued support. 

Having looked up the definitions of vexatious behaviour it is worth noting them to all: 

Cambridge Dictionary Definition 

A “vexatious” claim or complaint is one being pressed specifically ro casuse harassment, 

annoyance frustrayion, worry or even bring financial cost (such engagement of a defence 

lawyer) to their defendant or respondent. 
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Thesaurus definitions  

• Harassing  

• Provoking 

• Upsetting  

• Wicked  

Councillor David Sive  

Chairman of Council  

Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council  

17/07/2024 
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