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            NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
                                HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

                    ON WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER 2023, 7pm 
 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows  
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr Clark 
Cllr B Knichel (Chair) 

Cllr P Singleton 
Cllr D Sive 
Cllr B Stubbs 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
3 members of the public, Borough Councillor Bernard Sarson and the Northaw & Cuffley Office 
Manager.  

 

23/24-35 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There was no apologies required as all councillors in attendance and no 
announcements made. 

23/24-36 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No interests were noted with regards the agenda but should any other conflicts 
become apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda. 
 

23/24-37 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.01pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
 

A statement was made by a representative of Cuffley Library regarding item 41 and 
included a plea from volunteers. 
7.04  pm Standing Orders recommenced   

23/24-38 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 5th July 2023, were noted as circulated.  
No changes suggested, minutes presented were duly proposed, seconded and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be a true and accurate record of 
the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council.   

23/24-39 FINANCE 
a) Retrospective Approval of payments July/August & September 2023 

Councillors noted the circulated payment schedule for July and August 2023. 
Payments 88-139 were paid by BACS through Unity on 11/09/2023 a total of 
£49,057.40.   
Also noted was the unsigned September payment sheet for payments 140-160 
which were paid by BACS through Unity on 29/09/2023 a total of £9,886.15. 
There were no questions on the payments made. The payments as noted would 
be confirmed within these minutes. Payments were duly proposed, seconded, 
and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands.  
Motion carried. 

b) Delegated authority for October 2023 payments  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that the Clerk be delegated to make the October payments for Month 7 and the 
payment sheet would be retrospectively approved at the November meeting.  
Motion carried. 

23/24-40 AUDIT  
CONCLUSION OF NCPC ACCOUNTS YEAR 2022/23 
The circulation of the completed and signed off AGAR was noted by Council, and 
the matters raised were noted.  The RFO reported that noticeboards and website 
had all been updated prior to the statutory legal deadline of 30th September 2023 
with the required paperwork.   
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23/24-41 PARISH COUNCIL CAR PARKING  
a) Amendment to car parking charges  

There had been an error in the amendments to the car parking tariff which 
resulted in there now being no charges to use Maynard Place car park on any 
bank holiday.  Council noted.  

b) Request for permits for Library Volunteers  
The report was noted as circulated and the statement at public questions was 
also debated.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED 
by show of hands that an extra permit be issued to the Cuffley Library volunteers 
and if a second one was needed this could be requested and Council would again 
consider this favourably. 
Motion carried.  

23/24-42 ENVIRONMENT WORKS 
a) Planting Scheme in Millenium Gardens  

The report was noted as circulated.  Certain parameters were considered and 
these should be no lavender due to height but that this could be changed for 
anything as long as it was nothing with a large root ball so perhaps heather.  The 
maintenance should be low and the height of the plants should be low, planting 
should be perennial with an all year round display possibly some bulbs and 
should be ‘bee friendly’ and cost effective. Given these parameters it was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the 
planting scheme as quoted be approved at a cost of £2690.00. 
Motion carried  

b) Northaw Village Sign Planning Application  
It was noted that a quote from AECOM had been received for £9,466.23 but it 
was expected that this would come in at much less for the work carried out.  
Council debated and agreed that these costs could not be justified.  It was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the  
Clerk apply for planning permission and Council approved any and all costs for 
submission of the planning permission to Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council. 
Motion carried.    

23/24-43 LEGAL & LANDOWNER MATTERS  
Orchard Lease  
It was noted that a meeting had been held this week with a Trustee of the Orchard 
and a representative from Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council in order to outline the 
options and try to reach a compromise. Unfortunately the meeting was not 
successful. Cllr Knichel gave background to all in attendance.  The lease issued in 
2014 contained technical errors, inconsistencies and inaccuracies and in parts was 
ambiguous and unenforceable.  The Council had been attempting to resolve the 
matter for two years.  The Council had offered a compromise but the Orchard 
Trustees refusal to compromise meant the Parish Council must now do the right 
thing for the Orchard and for the community.  Councillors raised their concerns over 
ongoing assistance with funding to the Orchard should they continue with their 
current constitution, it was formally noted that this would preclude them from public 
funds being an option unless there was a change in their constitution.  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that the lease be redrafted with an amendment to the end date and to withdraw the 
lease from the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 also to make it clear that the Parish 
Council have maintenance of the trees but only those trees stated in the tree survey 
carried out in June 2023. The Clerk to instruct a solicitor to prepare the redraft  
Motion carried.  
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23/24-44 PLANNING  
a) Update on further hearing of Wells Farm  

A hearing was supposed to be in July 2023 but was removed from DMC 
(Development Management Committee) due to an ecology and bat survey being 
required.  It appears that now the application will go through as part of the 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC) Local Plan.  It was further noted that 
at a recent WHBC DMC meeting at which the Vice-Chair was speaking on a 
development, Cllr Knichel attempted to speak and was immediately shut down.  
It was noted that Parish Councillors were representing the community in which 
they live and as such requiring simple answers to simple questions on behalf of 
their electorate should be welcomed by WHBC.  It was again felt that WHBC 
were not being open and transparent around this matter.  

b) Future representation at WHBC DMC  
The Chair confirmed that after the treatment he suffered at the recent DMC 
meeting he would not be attending in the future.  The Vice-Chair of Council 
having seen how the Chair of Council was treated at DMC would also not be 
attending.  Volunteers were requested to attend there were no immediate 
volunteers although Cllr Cheetham stated he would want to know which 
applications were going before DMC before deciding.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the Chair of 
Council write to the Chair of WHBC DMC.  
Motion carried.  

c) Neighbourhood Plan Project Group next steps  
It was confirmed that there was an appendix within the Neighbourhood Plan with 
a string of projects suggested to be investigated and taken forward.  The take up 
was not what was expected with only 5 volunteers.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the volunteers 
be thanked by email and a note about the Councillor vacancy included.   
Motion carried. 
If anyone has any ideas how we proceed with this, thoughts would be 
appreciated. . 

22/24-45 PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
a) Clerk report  

The Office manager who had passed her CiLCA since the last Council meeting.  
Council offered their congratulations.  

b) National Slow Ways  
Report noted as circulated.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously 
RESOLVED by show of hands that the Council should do what they can to 
promote this scheme. 
Motion carried.  

c) Christmas Lighting Switch on  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that 1st December 2023 would be the date.  Several names were suggested for 
switch on duties and this would be investigated. 
Motion carried.  

d) HAPTC Internal Audit 2024-2027 
Clerk would like to recommend the Internal Audit service provided by HAPTC for 
another 3 years.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED 
by show of hands that a three year contract be signed with HAPTC Internal Audit 
Service subject to annual price review. 
Motion carried.  
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e) Questions to the Clerk  
There were none    

22/24-46 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.58pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public: 

• Peters Wood, Chair confirmed he had tried to make contact but other than 
a generic reply to the email nothing had been received. 

• 20mph speed limit consultation had been replied to by gathering councillor 
responses on email and collating, disappointing that had to be informed 
about the consultation by Borough Councillor Sarson. 

• There was a query about the PCSO and their visibility.  It was noted by 
Chair that the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators were certainly making 
contact but would check if there was an update.  

• Covid tests were available this evening on the desk and also by calling 
into the office but once the box was finished there would be no more.  

• Borough Councillor Sarson gave a brief update on the Local Plan and 
what would be happening over the coming weeks.  

 

8.21 pm Standing Orders recommenced 
 

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.21pm. 

Public Meeting closed at 8.21pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 11/10/2023 
For approval by Council 15/11/2023 
 
 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr B Knichel  
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST – Q2 2023/24 

Approved payments for July & August (Month 4 & 5)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £     inc. VAT  

88 (IMI) Cleaning war memorials Invoice 3654  £       2,220.00  

89 I&B Electrical - double sockets and cable/trunking Invoice 000346  £          395.00  

90 Herts Constabulary - 23/24 PCSO Invoice H0007193 Annual Invoice   £     18,064.00  

91 THS Concepts - Monitoring M Wall Invoice SI 3521  £          300.00  

92 Npower - Street Lighting Apr - Jun 2023 Invoice IN07621264  £          119.52  

93 Royal Mail Door to Door Distribution Update July 2023.  Inv. 9067938063  £          348.81  

94 Potters Bar Darts/Trophies - Medals (Chairmans Allowance)   £            45.32  

95 AVA recreation Ltd - Invoice 3007 Extra Repairs KGV   £          480.00  

96 Cuffley Hall Invoice CVC 100 Mtg Hire 05/06/2023 &14/06/2023  £            88.00  

97 Cuffley Hall Invoice CVC 121 Mtg Hire 05/07/2023  £            48.00  

98 Welwyn Hatfield Uncontested election May 2023 invoice 21129942  £       1,472.34  

99 Welwyn Hatfield N Plan Referendum Costs May 2023 invoice 21129681  £       6,929.30  

100 First Choice Quality Decoraters Mgardens repainting Inv 061  £       1,799.00  

101 Rosewood Irrigation Services - review of system invoice MTI244727  £          672.00  

102 Rosewood Irrigation Services - parts and materials MTI248642  £            49.38  

103 Broxap Provision of Bench at Plough Hill Invoice 0000308238  £       1,200.00  

104 Sun Cleaning - Window Cleaning Maynards Place Office July 2023  £            20.00  

105 TBS Hygiene - Dual Bin and dig out bin at KGV Inv. 3923  £       1,194.46  

106 TBS Hygiene - Dog Bin replacement KGV Inv. 3924  £          469.50  

107 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection July 2023 Inv. 4112  £          691.20  

108 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection July 2023 Inv. 4113  £          153.60  

109 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection June 2023 Inv. 3973  £          864.00  

110 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection June 2023 Inv. 3974  £          192.00  

111 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection August 2023 Inv. 4249  £          691.20  

112 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection August 2023 Inv. 4250  £          153.60  

113 Flowbird Smart City Ltd – Callout, Sierra 4G Kit, Software Inv. UK163519  £       1,106.40  

114 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - trans chg May 23 & Smartfolio Jul 23 Inv. 917  £          223.80  

115 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - trans chg Jun 23 & Smartfolio Aug 23 Inv. 1631  £          238.16  

116 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - trans chg Sep 23 & Smartfolio Jul 23 Inv. 2254  £          233.85  

117 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Box of PD tickets Inv. UK164165  £          582.00  

118 Hertfordshire Display - Newsletter Printing Newsletter 79 Inv. 118829  £          607.00  

119 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Moving of Fallen Tree Inv 30390  £          384.00  

120 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maintenance Northaw Pond Inv 30408  £            96.00  

121 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 30528  £          408.67  

122 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 30520  £          326.63  

123 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 30619  £          243.94  

124 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 30618  £          142.75  

125 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maintenance Northaw Pond Inv 30938  £            96.00  

126 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 30994  £          408.67  

127 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 31044  £          243.94  

128 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 31105  £          142.75  

129 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 31099  £          326.63  

130 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Palm Roots grinding Mgardens  Inv 31205  £       1,176.00  

131 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Bench install PHill & Paint Pump Inv 31295  £          816.00  

132 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maintenance Northaw Pond Inv 31308  £            96.00  
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Ref. No  Payment To  £     inc. VAT  

133 Office manager Expenses - July 2023  £          268.03  

134 Clerk Expenses - August 2023  £            82.86  

135 (IMI) Restoration war memorials Invoice 3663  £          747.36  

136 Konica Minolta Lease Costs July - October 2023 Invoice1166089136  £          102.60  

137 Konica Minolta Copy & Print April - July 2023 Invoice 1166082121  £            82.13  

138 Blue Tree Company  Tree Safety Survey report Northaw Pond Inv 2611  £          360.00  

139 Blue Tree Company Tree Safety Survey rep Northaw Orchard Inv 2612  £          810.00  

 

Approved payments for September (Month 6)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £     inc. VAT  

140 Herts Full Stop - Stat inc supplies for groundsman. Invoice H082301345    £          115.36  

141 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Strada Tariff Custom Labels Inv. UK164471    £          582.00  

142 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw PF & Park Inv 31492    £          326.63  

143 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 31572    £          408.67  

144 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw V Green Inv 31573    £          142.75  

145 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 31574   £          243.94  

146 Sun Cleaning - Window Cleaning Maynards Place Office August 2023    £            20.00  

147 Hertfordshire Display - Newsletter Printing September 2023 Inv. 119162  £           886.00  

148 Seton - Fixings for defib NVH Signage Invoice: 9303665750  £             49.60  

149 Royal Mail Door to Door NP Update Invoice 9068541257  £           348.81  

150 Substance Update 80 Invoice 492  £           600.00  

151 JP Services - Replacement Pump Handle invoice: 127  £             42.49  

152 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection September 2023 Inv. 4372  £           192.00  

153 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection September 2023 Inv. 4373  £           864.00  

154 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 31836  £           243.94  

155 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw Pond Inv 31812  £             96.00  

156 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Removal of extra boardwak Inv 31767  £        1,128.00  

157 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Removal of Structure Home Wood Inv 31842  £        2,184.00  

158 Clerk/RFO Expenses - September 2023 - Zoom subs July - Sep 2023  £             46.77  

159 Office manager Expenses - September 2023  £           105.19  

160 PKF Littlejohn LLP External Audit 2022/23 Invoice SB20231632  £        1,260.00  
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