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            NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
                                HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

                    ON WEDNESDAY 5 JULY 2023, 7pm 
 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows  
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr B Knichel (Chair) 
Cllr P Singleton 

Cllr D Sive 
Cllr B Stubbs 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
4 members of the public and the Northaw & Cuffley Office Manager.  

 

23/24-23 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Apologies received from Cllr Clark during the meeting and these apologies were 
accepted or the reason stated.  It was noted that one member of the public was 
audio recording the meeting.  

23/24-24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No interests were noted with regards the agenda but should any other conflicts 
become apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda. 
 

23/24-25 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.01pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
 

The following questions were asked: 

• Will resident of Norhaw be canvassed for what they want on the sign and noted 
several suggested items for inclusion including a particular butterfly found in the 
Northaw Great Wood.  This was noted  

• Suggested fencing in Homewood would also be an advantage for the properties 
there and would protect them and offer security.  This was noted.  

• More information requested on current status of the development at Furzewood 
Close, 150 houses comprising of a retirement village.  Chair responded that this 
would be covered in the questions session at the end of the meeting.  

7.04pm Standing Orders recommenced   

23/24-26 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held 14th June 2023, were 
noted as circulated.  No changes suggested, minutes presented were duly proposed, 
seconded and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council.   

23/24-27 FINANCE 
a) Retrospective Approval of payments June 2023  

Councillors noted the circulated payment schedule for June 2023. Payments 55-
87 were paid by BACS through Unity on 28/06/2023 a total of £16,928.57.  There 
were no questions on the payments made. The payments as noted would be 
confirmed within these minutes. Payments were duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands. Motion carried. 

b) Delegated authority for July & August 2023 payments  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands 
that the Clerk be delegated to make the July payments for Month 4 and the 
August payments for Month 5 and the payment sheets for both would be 
retrospectively approved at the September meeting.  Motion carried. 

c) Higher Interest Accounts & Plans for Council Reserves  
The report was noted as circulated.  It was confirmed by the Clerk/RFO that there 
was £200,753.61 in the Barclays Reserve Account and £316.995.71 in the Unity 
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Current Account. After debate it was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously  
RESOLVED that the Clerk be instructed to open a Barclays Flexible Bond 
account and transfer funds of £125,000 and to open a Cambridge and Counties 
bank account and transfer funds £110,000.  At this time there were concerns with 
the risks noted with investing in the CCLA Investment Management Limited. 
Motion carried. 

d) Annual Review of Car Parking Charges  
The report was noted as circulated. Many councillors felt the timeframes work 
well but considered that a modest increase would be acceptable.  It was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED that the Sopers Rd Car Park 
prices were to be increased by 0.50 pence.   
Motion carried.  
New pricing structure confirmed for clarity: 
SOPERS ROAD CAR PARK – from 1st September 2023 

       Monday – Friday: 
 All day charge £5.50  
 After 10:00 - £3.50 per day  
 After 17:00 - £2.50 per day  
 Saturday rate £2.00 all day  
 Sunday and Bank Holidays no charge  
 

 There was more debate on changes to the pricing at Maynard Place Car Park 
 however a price increase was suggested and it was felt that as this was a short 
 term car park the longer stay charges should be increased only.  It was duly 
 proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by majority vote that there would be 
 changes to 3-4 hours with an increase to £1.00 and 4-5 hours increased by 
 £3.00. 
 Motion carried  
New pricing structure confirmed for clarity: 
MAYNARDS PLACE CAR PARK – from 1st September 2023 
Charges apply: Mon- Fri 8am-6pm and Sat 7.30am-1.30pm  
Sunday no charge  
0-1 hour             free 
0-2 hours           50p 
2-3 hours        £1.00 
3-4 hours        £2.50 
4-5 hours        £5.00 
More than 5 hours   £10.00 
 

23/24-28 KGV WORKS  
a) Gym Equipment 

It was explained that a piece of gym equipment installed at KGV called the ‘skier’ 
requires replacement at a cost of £3131.07.  Councillors expressed concerns 
over use by the public and in particular small children.  The Clerk confirmed that 
the area where the adult gym equipment was installed did not look finished as 
there were no signs explaining to the user how to use the equipment which was 
standard.  Council could also consider a fence around the equipment if 
concerned by small children and finger entrapments.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and RESOLVED by majority vote that the Clerk be instructed to 
remove and dispose of the ‘skier’.  
The Clerk was also instructed to risk assess all the gym equipment and rep[ort 
back to Council on potential risk, signage and fencing options.  
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b) Refurbishment of Toilet Block into Office and Groundsman Facilities  
Report noted as circulated.  The use by the groundsman at KGV was not in 
question and the initial refurbishment and costs of £9,000 were approved.  There 
was extensive debate over use by the PCSO and other police officers.  It was 
duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED that the Clerk be 
instructed to refurbish the building to ensure it was a sufficiently safe and a  
solution for the requirements of the groundsman and also for occasional use by 
office staff, funding would be allocated for this project from the Parish Council 
reserves.  
Motion carried.  
It was further instructed that the Clerk be instructed to approach the police to see 
if there was an offer of cost contribution to the use of the newly refurbished 
building.  The Clerk was asked to check the costs of the EICR test as a councillor 
felt this quote was a little expensive.  

23/24-29 UK SHARED PROSPERITY FUND  
Report and design noted as circulated.  Planning permission is required under Town 
and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007.  
Delegated permission to proceed with planning permission on behalf of the Parish 
Council.  The terms of the grant offered were noted and this gave this project a 
certain time pressure. After debate it was duly proposed, seconded, and 
RESOLVED by majority vote that the Clerk be instructed to request the artist come 
back with a final design and this would be confirmed by councillors by email.   
Motion carried.  

23/24-30 ENVIRONMENT WORKS 
a) Homewood works  

The report was noted as circulated.  There were several items within the report 
and these were discussed and voted on separately. 
Item 1 – fencing at Homewood with Cullinan Close  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED that the Clerk be 
instructed to first make contact with the developer to confirm intention to install a 
fence at this location at a cost of £10,371.72 funds would be required to come 
from Parish Council reserves. This should also include a formally registered right 
of way through the new development that allowed the Parish Council 
maintenance access in perpetuity.  It was further requested that a maintenance 
gate to be included. 
Motion carried.  
Item 2 – Removal of boardwalks.   
The health and safety concerns of this item were noted. It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED that the boardwalks be removed and 
disposed of by the contractor at a cost of £3,900 funds would be required to come 
from Parish Council reserves. 
Motion carried.   
Item 3 – Removal of illegal structure.  
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED that the illegal 
structure be removed and disposed of by the contractor at a cost of £1,820.00 
funds would be required to come from Parish Council reserves. 
Motion carried.  

b) Millennium Gardens palm root removal  
The recent readings of the millennium wall bays was noted and discussed.  It 
was felt as there was not any huge deterioration therefore it was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously  RESOLVED that the boardwalks be removed and 
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disposed of by the contractor at a cost of £3,900 funds would be required to come 
from Parish Council reserves. 
Motion carried.  

23/24-31 LEGAL & LANDOWNER MATTERS  
a) Orchard Lease  

It was recommended from the Chair that this matter should be discussed in a 
closed session due to commercial confidentiality.  

b) KGV Pavilion Lease  
An overview and update including a recent meeting held.  The lease has now 
been signed by both parties with the Chair and Clerk signing the lease this 
evening in Council. Next step is the pitch licence but still awaiting pitch layout 
and required dates from the football club for this to proceed.  

23/24-32 PLANNING  
a) Wells Farm  

An overview was given in relation to the Wells Farm planning application.  It was 
confirmed that despite Freedom of Information requests and attempts to open up 
a dialogue with planning management, the Parish Council were no further 
forward in obtaining answers on this matter from Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
Council (WHBC).  This should have been a fully transparent process but this has 
clearly not happened and we are now just being ignored.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and RESOLVED by majority vote that the Clerk be instructed to write 
to the Chief Executive and Leader of the Council to demand answers on behalf 
of Northaw & Cuffley residents.  The Chair of Council would review the draft prior 
to it being sent.   
Motion carried.  

b) Confidential request  
Due to the nature of the request it was recommended to go into closed session. 

22/24-33 PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
a) Clerk report  

No issues to report 
b) New Parish Council website 

Over the Summer the current website will be being reviewed and should 
councillors have any comments of what they would like included or any websites 
they would like to reference please pass these to the Clerk.  Councillors asked 
for a notice to go on the website asking what residents would like to see from the 
new website. 

c) Matters to raise since issue of summons 
Cllr Singleton raised the matter of the removal of the mini roundabout at Judges 
Hill.  As a Highways issue Cllr Singleton is liaising with an officer from Highways, 
however the Chair asked if he could copy him into any correspondence and he 
would then have the option to step in as required.  

d) Questions to the Clerk  
None   

22/24-34 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
8.19pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public: 

• Any update on Peters Wood and the walks, no further update since the meeting 
in mid June but the Chair is actioning this. 

• A resident asking now that the car parking had been increased would this directly 
result in a lowering of the Precept, the Chair answered that when discussions 
and decisions about the budget commenced later in the year this would be 
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considered and the Council would want to keep the Precept as low as possible 
without affecting services to residents.  And a supplementary question - could 
the announcement of the closed session be made before the meeting.  It was 
explained that holding debate and decision making in a closed session was 
always a decision for Council and so as to not predetermine decisions it would 
continue to be this way.  Anyone attending the meeting was asked to call prior to 
the meeting and discuss with the Clerk whether there was a chance of a closed 
session recommendation.  

8.28pm Cllr Cheetham left the meeting  

• Check on the number of volunteers that had come forward for the Neighbourhood 
Plan Working Group, this was 3 to date.  

• Clarification on Wells Farm and the future of the application was sought.  It was 
confirmed the application would possibly go back again to WHBC Planning 
Committee expected in late July but this would be confirmed to residents by 
newsletter when details were known.   

8.33pm Standing Orders recommenced 
 

It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands 
that the Council now enter a closed session to discuss items 31a and 32b for the 
reasons of commercial confidentiality.   
 

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.34pm. 

Public Meeting closed at 8.34pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 13/07/2023 
For approval by Council 13/09/2023 
 
 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr B Knichel  
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (Closed Session) redacted  

 
                       HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

                    ON WEDNESDAY 5 JULY 2023, 8.35pm 
 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows  
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr B Knichel (Chair) 
Cllr P Singleton 

Cllr D Sive 
Cllr B Stubbs 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

 

23/24-32b Confidential Planning Request  
Background was noted by those in attendance and an agreement to adopt the 
following NDA (Non-Disclosure Agreement) was reviewed and amended to read as 
follows:  
Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council hereby agree that we will treat any financial  
information and documentation provided by Swing Ltd in relation to the former 
Northaw Greyhound Kennel site at Firs Wood Close, Northaw as being 
confidential. We agree not to disclose any such financial information to any third 
party, except the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Planning Authority, without first 
obtaining prior written agreement from Swing Ltd before doing so. 
 

It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously  RESOLVED by a show of hands 
that the amended wording as stated in these minutes be confirmed with Swing Ltd.   

23/24-31a Northaw Orchard Lease  
Councillors expressed their concerns over the very limited funds and with the trees 
being a liability any extensive works would see the Orchard out of business.  
Councillors commented on the benefit to the community of the Orchard but that there 
was a need to preserve the organisation for many more generations. 
It was duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by majority vote that the Parish  
Council commit to cover the costs of any tree work required within the boundary of 
the Community Orchard.  However as this commitment required an undertaking of 
liability, the amendments to the constitution would be required as stated in the letter 
May 2023.  
Motion carried  
It was further proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by majority vote that the tree 
survey, would remain with the Parish Council and not be shared further at this time. 
Motion carried   
As this matter had gone on for several years it was duly proposed, seconded, and 
RESOLVED by majority vote that a deadline of 1st September 2023 be added onto 
the request for a response.  If not received the Council at their next meeting in 
September would consider appropriate further action. 
Motion carried  
Clerk was instructed to put this into a letter and send as soon as possible.  
A councillor who has a relationship with the Orchard was asked for information on 
what the actual reason was for such delays and after their response was given the 
meeting ended abruptly with several councillors leaving the meeting. 
 

Closed Session closed at 9.05pm 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr B Knichel   
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST – Q1 2023/24 

 

Approved payments for June (Month 3)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £ inc. VAT  

55 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection May 2023  Inv 3807  £         148.80  

56 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection May 2023 Inv 3808  £         691.20  

57 Lamps & Tubes - Electrical assessment and isolation KGV Inv 71214  £         480.00  

58 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 056236 Aspen Fuel     £           24.50  

59 Cuffley Hall Invoice 077 Mtg Hire 31/05/2023  £           40.00  

60 Cuffley Hall Invoice 055 Mtg Hire 17/05/2023  £           45.00  

61 Herts Full Stop - postage, first aid & laminator. Invoice H052308488  £         236.71  

62 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maint. Northaw V Green  June 2023 Inv. 30043  £         142.75  

63 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maint Churchyard June 2023 Inv. 30042  £         243.94  

64 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maint Cuffley Town June 2023 Inv. 30052  £         408.67  

65 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Northaw Playing Fields June 2023 Inv. 30028  £         326.63  

66 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Bollard reset Invoice 30084  £         180.00  

67 Chairmans Allowance - Thank you to Neighbourhood Plan Steering Grp  £         104.50  

68 Flowbird Smart City Ltd CP Smartfolio Chgs Invoice UI0000323  £         210.19  

69 Sun Cleaning - Window Cleaning Maynard Place Office May 2023  £           20.00  

70 Hertfordshire GM - Inv 056432 Echo Strimmer SRM222ESS  £         249.60  

71 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 056529 Trailer new tyres   £         309.60  

72 Horticulturalist - Northaw Troughs Inv. 12/06/2023 Geraniums    £         124.50  

73 AVA recreation Ltd - Invoice 2973 Annual Repairs KGV   £      1,781.15  

74 HAPTC - 2022/23 Internal Audit Invoice 2324/220   £         465.00  

75 I&B Electrical PAT Testing 2023/24 Invoice 000331  £         235.00  

76 Hertfordshire CCTV Monitoring/Maint. 2023/24 Invoice 4100010814  £      1,247.40  

77 ABC Fencing Plough Hill Fencing repair Inv 5268 - insurance claim   £      1,693.00  

78 First Choice Quality Decorters Northaw Bollards and benches Inv 60  £         487.00  

79 Substance - Newsletter set up June 2023 Invoice 484  £         800.00  

80 Finepoint Property Services - Security Posts at Sopers Rd.  Inv 1220  £         600.00  

81 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 056746 Trailer jockey wheel    £           46.20  

82 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 056773 2 stroke Aspen Fuel    £           24.50  

83 Clerk/RFO Expenses - June 2023, Zoom subscription May/June 2023   £           31.18  

84 Officer Manager Expenses June 2023 Padlocks, diesel and security light  £         251.55  

85 A & E Gardens - Pitch marking for Tournament June 2023   £         600.00  

86 A & E Gardens Lining and cutting April - May 2023 KGV pitches   £      1,080.00  

87 A & E Gardens Overseeding and fertiliser KGV pitches April 2023   £      3,600.00  
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