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         NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
                            HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

          ON WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2023, 7pm 
 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows 
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr M Clark 
Cllr B Knichel (Chair) 

Cllr P Singleton 
Cllr D Sive 
Cllr B Stubbs 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
3 members of the public and the Northaw & Cuffley Office Manager.  

 

22/23-70 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No apologies required as all members in attendance. It was confirmed one member 
of the public was audio recording the meeting. 
 

22/23-71 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None were noted but should any other conflicts become apparent that they would 
be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda. 
 

22/23-72 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.01pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
 

There were no questions asked or statements made.  
 

 

7.01pm Standing Orders recommenced  
 

22/23-73 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
a) Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 18th January 2023, were noted as 

circulated. No changes proposed, minutes presented were duly proposed, 
seconded and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council.  

b) The minutes of the HR Committee held on Wednesday 21st February 2023 were 
noted and accepted by Council.  

22/23-74 FINANCE 
a) Retrospective Approval of payments February 2023 

Councillors noted the circulated payment schedule for February 2023. Payments 
329-356 were paid by BACS through Unity on 05/03/2023 a total of £17,612.17.  
There were no questions on the payments made. 
The payments as noted would be confirmed within these minutes.  

b) Retrospective Approval of payments for year end 2022/23 
Delegated authority was given to the RFO to make payments between the date 
of this meeting and the end of the financial year 31st March 2023 and to ensure 
a smooth year end 2022/23.  

c) Approval of payments April 2023 
Delegated authority was given to the RFO to make payments for the first month 
of the new financial year 2023/24 and during purdah when Council would not be 
meeting.  Payments would be retrospectively approved at the first meeting of the 
new Council in May 2023.  All three items 74 a) b) and c) were confirmed payment 
329-356 and delegated authority for payments to year end and also April 2023  
were duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of 
hands. Motions carried. 
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d) Recommended works to open and green spaces – further information 
Councillors noted the circulated report and the further information provide d on 
benches and the sward planting.  
After discussion it was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED 
by a show of hands that: 

• Northaw Playing Fields would have a 2m border planted with the seed 
mix as stated but the remaining areas would be cut and no seed planted  

• Northaw Village Green would not have any seed planted  

• Millennium Gardens would not have any seed planted  

• There would be no furniture purchased at this time but this would be open 
to review subject to any requests 

• All areas named above would have the cutter blades increased to 50mm 
as recommended  

Motion carried.  
e) Maintenance of War memorials  

Councillors noted the circulated report and cost of recommended maintenance.  
There was a question of grants for this work but this was researched and would 
not be available for maintenance. It was duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the works as stated proceed 
at the stated cost of £4,500. Motion carried. 

f) Request by Northaw & Cuffley Residents Association  
Councillors noted the circulated report and it was duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the 2 page in the summer 
Update be allocated to the Residents Association subject to editorial control 
retained by the Parish Council.  Motion carried.  

22/23-75 AUDIT  
a) Financial Risk Management  

Councillors noted the circulated report and there was a discussion on purchase 
orders, it was noted that the Parish Council was not issuing enough invoices to 
require the use of purchase orders at this time.  This would be further discussed 
with the internal auditor. The document was duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be adopted, signed by the RFO 
and placed on the website, for review in the next financial year.  
Motion carried.  

b) Internal Auditor Terms of Reference  
Councillors noted the circulated terms of reference.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the terms of 
reference be noted, signed and returned for review in 3 years.  
Motion carried.  

22/23-76 GOVERNANCE & DEMOCRACY  
a) Election 2023  

It was noted that the expected date for the Parish Council Notice of Election 
would be Monday 27th March 2023 and this would start the period of purdah until 
the election which would be Thursday 4th May 2023.  The notice would be 
circulated to all councillors and placed on the website and noticeboards.  

b) Resident complaint about a councillor 
Councillors noted the resident complaint and Cllr Cheetham was given an 
opportunity to reply.  Cllr Cheetham disputed his behaviour was inappropriate 
and disputes the residents version of events.  The Clerk was instructed to 
respond to the residents along these lines.   

c) Records Management Policy  
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Council noted the policy as circulated.  It was noted that this was based on official 
guidance and was a required document.  The document was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be adopted, and 
placed on the website.    
Motion carried.  

d) Model Publication Scheme  
Council noted the scheme as circulated.  The document was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be adopted, and 
placed on the website.    
Motion carried.  

22/23-77 LEGAL & LANDOWNER MATTERS  
a) Northaw Orchard lease  

Council were updated that the draft lease was sent in early January 2023 and an 
update was requested from the Orchard Trustees the response received was that  
the Orchard legal team were still reviewing the lease.   Some councillors felt that 
timelines were required so this didn’t drag on any longer.  A motion was proposed  
That if there was no meaningful response received by the Council by the end of 
the financial year which is 31st March 2023 then the Clerk be delegated to 
commence repossession proceedings, after some concerns were raised and 
then further debate the motion was amended to ‘if the action carried out by 
Councillor Sive did not result in a response by the Orchard to the Parish Council 
by Monday 3rd April then the Clerk would instigate further proceedings to secure 
the site and seek repossession’  The amended motion was duly proposed, 
seconded, and RESOLVED by a majority show of hands.    
Motion carried. 

b) Public Toilet Block at KGV Playing Fields   
Council noted the report as circulated and the three options of demolish, refurbish 
or repair were debated.  It was noted that the toilets were opened once a year 
purely for the annual football tournament.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and 
RESOLVED by a majority show of hands that the public toilets be closed 
permanently and the block be repaired at a maximum budget of £9,000 the space 
would be used in future for staff purposes and would include a workspace, a staff 
toilet and appropriate storage area.      
Motion carried. 

c) KGV Sewage Drain Works  
Council noted the report as circulated.  Council suggested approaching either the 
survey company or another expert in this field to approach Thames Water on 
behalf of the Council to review what was required to be done either side of the 
Council ownership.  It was felt pointless spending nearly £30,000 on replacement 
works to the sewage system if the blockage would just be pushed further down 
the pipe system with no resolution. It was It was duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to investigate further with Thames 
Water and restore any update back to Council.  Council were aware and noted 
the risk of not carrying out the works.  
Motion carried. 

22/23-78 LOCAL PLAN 
Council noted the circulated report and associated background papers.  The costs 
of any high court action were anywhere between £90k-£300k and it was noted that 
even if successful costs may not be awarded.   
Cllr Cheetham left the meeting 8.01pm-8.06pm 
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It was being recommended that an initial £10k be budgeted to get an initial opinion 
and instruct legal advice on the way forward.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and 
RESOLVED by a majority show of hands to delegate to a working party of the 
Clerk, Cllrs Knichel and Stubbs to liaise on appointing legal advice and a budget of 
£10,000 before reporting back to Council.   
Motion carried.  

22/23-79 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
a) Update on Neighbourhood Plan and referendum  

Cllr Stubbs gave an update and confirmed that Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council 
Cabinet had approved the Neighbourhood Plan to go to referendum but the 
decision by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council was being made tonight.  If 
successful which was anticipated then this would to referendum on May 4th 2023.  
Cllr Stubbs was clear on the responsibilities of the Parish Council to raise 
awareness of the referendum and that would be their only involvement.  The 
Parish Council were aware of at least one campaign in favour of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.   
There would be regular newsletters urging residents to vote. 

b) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Video  

The video produced by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands to be 
placed on the Parish Council website.     
Motion carried. 

c) Special Edition of Update  
Council noted the report as circulated.  It was duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that a Special Edition of Update 
be issued giving information on the Neighbourhood Plan in the lead up to the 
referendum.      
Motion carried. 

22/23-80 PARISH EVENTS  
a) Cuffley FC Football Tournament  

The request from Cuffley FC for their annual tournament to be held on 10/11 
June 2023 as noted.  Councillor felt this event was very successful.  It was  duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands the 
event be approved subject to all required documentation being provided.      
Motion carried. 

b) Coronation 2023  
The report on options for commemorative items and decorations was noted as 
circulated.  It was  duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a 
show of hands that commemorative coins be purchased for all primary school 
pupils in the Parish and that decorative items of bunting, flags and lamppost 
decorations be purchased.   
Motion carried. 

c) Christmas Lights 2023 
It was  duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of 
hands that the Clerk be delegated to commence the application and 
arrangements for the Christmas Lights 2023 given the impending purdah period 
and elections 2023.  

22/23-81 PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
a) Clerk report  

None 

b) To note any matters since issue of agenda  
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None 
c) Councillors question to Clerk  

There was a question from Cllr Cheetham about a resolved matter. An update 
was offered to Cllr Cheetham.  

22/23-82 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
8.37pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public: 

• Thanks were offered to Cllr Sive in a matter discussed on the agenda.  
 
8.38pm Standing Orders recommenced  
 

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.38pm 

Public Meeting closed at 8.38pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 21/03/2023 
For approval by Council 17/05/2023 
 
Cllr B Knichel  
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr Barry Knichel  
17/05/2023 
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST – Q4 2022/23 

 

Approved payments for February (Month 11)   

Ref. No  Payment To  £ inc. VAT  

329 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 28334  £          326.63  

330 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Churchyard Inv 28324  £          243.94  

331 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Cuffley Town Inv 28323  £          422.40  

332 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 28333  £          142.75  

333 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Northaw Pond, Fence & steps work Inv 28329  £          480.00  

334 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw Pond Inv 28294  £            96.00  

335 KG Treecare - Reduction of trees in MGardens/Stump removal Inv 4522  £          470.00  

336 Sun Cleaning - Window Cleaning Maynards Place Office January 2023  £            20.00  

337 KP Waste - Mixed Recycling KGV January 2023 Inv. 238373  £          237.30  

338 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 054128 GC262LH service   £          103.20  

339 Hertfordshire Garden Machinery - Inv 054135 Stihl 448T service   £          137.53  

340 Crystal Drain Main Svs Ltd Sopers CP Gully Clear Dec 2022 Inv. 17446  £       1,068.00  

341 IRIS Payroll Admin January 2023 Inv -ISL0208867  £            93.30  

342 Cuffley Hall Room Hire 9th Nov 2022 Full Council Inv CVC-2022-052  £            45.00  

343 Cuffley Hall Room Hire 18th Jan 2023 Full Council Inv CVC-2022-053  £            45.00  

344 TBS Hygiene Litter collection Inv. 3352 January 2023  £          691.20  

345 TBS Hygiene Dog waste collection Inv. 3303 January 2023  £          134.40  

346 TBS Hygiene Garage items Removal Inv. 3387 17 January 2023  £          168.00  

347 HCC Full Stop Mixed Stationery  Inv. H012309645  £            24.89  

348 Npower Electricity Invoice - Street Lighting Station Road Inv. IN06281940  £            75.35  

349 AECOM Neighbourhood Plan & Planning Advice Inv. 28519300  £     10,074.00  

350 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Spare Battery Sopers CP Inv. UK159444  £          342.00  

351 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Smartfolio/trans chg for Jan 23 Inv. UK160238  £          200.26  

352 PKF Littlejohn Inv SB20203703 o/s invoice AGAR ending 31 March 2020  £          960.00  

353 Substance - Newsletter set up March 2023 Invoice 475  £          600.00  

354 Defib Warehouse Replacement Pedi Pads Inv. DW-85259  £          237.60  

355 Konica Minolta Oct - Jan 2023 Flat rate period Inv. 1163763484  £          107.54  

356 Office Manager Expenses - February 2023  £            65.88  
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