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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY EXTRA ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
                                 HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

                    ON WEDNESDAY 14 JUNE 2023, 7pm 
 

Members in attendance 

Cllr C Burrows  
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr B Knichel (Chair) 
Cllr P Singleton 
 

Cllr D Sive 
Cllr B Stubbs 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
2 members of the public and the Northaw & Cuffley Office Manager.  

 

23/24-14 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Apologies received from Councillor Clark, apologies were accepted or the reason 
stated.   
A statement was made with the permission of the Chair by the Vice-Chair of Council 
Cllr Stubbs ‘this matter will be raised in the next Council meeting, I have been in 
dialogue with the local press and an article is pending, recent events relating to a 
planning application and judicial review for Wells Farm demonstrates a lack of 
openness and transparency by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council in relation to 
disclosure of background information which led to a rerun of a legitimate and lawful 
planning decision. The Chair of a recent public enquiry against the police took the 
view that any public sector organisation which withheld information to protect its 
reputation was Institutionally Corrupt and the Parish Council is of the view that 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council falls within this definition and is a result 
Institutionally Corrupt’ 

23/24-15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No interests were noted with regards the agenda but should any other conflicts 
become apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda. 
 

23/24-16 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.07pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
 

The following questions were asked: 

• Payment 29 – query on what this payment was for in relation to the irrigation 
system.  If not confirmed during the payment section of the meeting would be 
answered in the later public questions 

• Comment relating to the location of the bunting as noted in the previous minutes.  
The location of the bunting was clarified.   

7.09pm Standing Orders recommenced   

23/24-17 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held 17th May 2023, were noted as 
circulated. No changes suggested, minutes presented were duly proposed, 
seconded and RESOLVED by a majority show of hands to be a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council.   

23/24-18 FINANCE 
a) Retrospective Approval of payments May 2023  

Councillors noted the circulated payment schedule for May 2023. Payments 27-
54 were paid by BACS through Unity on 30/05/2023 a total of £19,467.57.  There 
were no questions on the payments made. The payments as noted would be 
confirmed within these minutes. Payments were duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands. Motion carried. 
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b) Delegated authority for June 2023 payments  

It was duly proposed, seconded, and RESOLVED by majority show of hands that 
the Clerk be delegated to make the June payments for Month 3 and the payment 
sheet would be retrospectively approved at the July meeting.  Motion carried. 

c) Higher Interest Accounts for Reserves  
It was confirmed that there was £200,326.00 in the Barclays Reserve Account 
and £308,440.00 in the Unity Current Account.  The Clerk/RFO recommended 
moving some of the funds into higher interest accounts.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously  RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate high yield 
opportunities highlighting risk and opportunity for the Parish Council reserve 
funds. Motion carried.   

23/24-19 INTERNAL AUDIT 2022/23 
a) Internal auditor report 2022/23.  

The report was noted as circulated.  Action highlighted on Councillor 
declarations of interest was highlighted and the Clerk was instructed to circulate 
the new forms for councillors to complete to all by email. 

b) Internal Auditors signed page 3 of the NCPC Annual Governance Annual 
Return 2022/23.  
The completed page was noted as circulated. There were no questions asked. 

23/24-20 EXTERNAL AUDIT 2022/23 
a) NCPC Balance Sheet 2022/23 

The Balance Sheet for 2022/23 was noted as circulated. It was duly proposed, 
seconded and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the NCPC  
Balance Sheet for 2022/23 be signed by the Chair. Motion carried  

b) Detailed Annual Return 2022/23 
The circulated detailed annual return was noted and was read in conjunction with 
the next item.  There was a question on play area inspections, how often they 
were carried out and this was confirmed as annually by a ROSPA qualified 
inspector and actions carried out on any highlighted safety concerns as 
delegated to the Clerk. It was duly proposed, seconded and unanimously 
RESOLVED by a show of hands that the NCPC  Detailed Annual Return for 
2022/23 be accepted and signed by the Chair of Council. Motion carried 

c) Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 
(AGAR)  
There were no questions prior to reviewing the assertion responses.  It was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that 
section 1 of the AGAR responses should be ‘yes’ for all boxes 1-8 with n/a for 
response to box 9, it was further duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously 
RESOLVED by a show of hands that the document was accepted and should be 
signed by the Chair of Council.  This was signed and dated with minute reference 
23/24-20c. Motion carried  

d) Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 
There were no questions on the figures for section 2 of the AGAR and it was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that 
section 2 of the AGAR accounting statements was accepted and that the 
statement should be signed by the Chair of Council.  This was signed and dated 
with minute reference 23/24-20d.  Motion carried  

e) Confirmation of the dates of public rights 2022/23 
The period as stated on the agenda were confirmed as starting Monday 19th 
June 2023 and ending Friday 28th July 2023.  These dates were noted by 
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Council.  These dates would be confirmed with PKF Littlejohn and displayed on 
the noticeboards and the website.  Council noted the dates as stated.  

22/23-21 PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
Clerk report  
There were no issues to report however there were the following questions to the 
Clerk: 

• Update on the pump at Plough Hill – it was confirmed that this was now back in 
place with a new fence and a bench with plaque to be installed shortly.  The 
matter was still under review by the insurance company. 

• Councillor asked to receive a breakdown of staffing costs – it was confirmed that 
this would be confidential and would be shared, if requested by the Staffing 
Committee. 

• An update on the office leak was requested – this remains an ongoing issue the 
Clerk was instructed to escalate the matter with the Landlord at the Councils 
request.   

22/23-22 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
7.32pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask 
questions/make statements to the Council.   
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public: 

• Payment 29 was a service after a 3 year period of inactivity of the Station 
Road/Millennium Gardens irrigation system for the hanging baskets and other 
watering required in this area.  The item has not yet been fixed and will likely 
require further works. 

• Neighbourhood Plan volunteers query – it was confirmed that this went out by 
newsletter and one member of the public volunteered.  

• An update on the Orchard lease was requested – it was confirmed that the letter 
with offer from the Parish Council was sent 3 weeks ago and it was confirmed by 
the Orchard that this was with their legal team.  

• Peters Wood access to walks – Cllr Knichel offered to find out more information 
about opportunities to access and visit. 

7.31pm Standing Orders recommenced 

 

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 7.32pm. 

Public Meeting closed at 7.32pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 26/06/2023 
For approval by Council 05/07/2023 
 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr B Knichel  
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST – Q1 2023/24  

 

Approved payments for May (Month 2)    

Ref. No  Payment To  £ inc. VAT  

27 Herts Full Stop -  first aid and wheelie bin liners. Invoice H042304898 £                   50.57  

28 Sun Cleaning - Maynards Place Window Cleaning 2 cleans April 2023  £                   20.00  

29 SRI Water Engineering Ltd - Extra works irrigation system Invoice 4157 £            2,363.28  

30 MWF Security Ltd - CCTV Service 2023 - Invoice 5741 £                756.00  

31 Konica Minolta Copy & Print Sep-Dec 2022 Invoice 1163299271 £                  18.38  

32 Seton - AED Signage Invoice No 9303615771 £                  35.21  

33 BHIB Annual Insurance for all assets  Inv. LC001434-010623 £            4,333.33  

34 Flowbird Smart City Ltd - Smartfolio/trans chg for Mar 23 Inv. UK162210 £               241.08  

35 TBS Hygiene - Litter Collection April 2023 Invoice 3679 £               691.20  

36 TBS Hygiene - Dog Waste Collection April 2023 Invoice 3680 £               134.40  

37 Office Manager Expenses - Training and replacement meter cupboard  £               108.72  

38 Hertfordshire Display - Newsletter Printing Newsletter 78 Inv. 118094 £               683.00  

39 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint. Northaw PF & Park Inv 29549 £               326.63  

40 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Churchyard Inv 29548 £               243.94  

41 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maintenance Cuffley Town Inv 29546 £               408.67  

42 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Northaw VGreen Inv 29547 £               142.75  

43 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Grounds Maint Hanging Baskets Inv 29509 £            1,176.00  

44 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Moving of sign at Northaw Pond Inv 29668 £                144.00  

45 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Homewood General maintenance  Inv 29668 £                593.28  

46 Hertfordshire GMachinery - Inv 056012 Elec Toro Utility Vehicle KGV   £            4,800.00  

47 Direct Boot & Shoe Supplies Annual Staff Uniform Order Inv. DB71678 £               414.00  

48 Direct Boot & Shoe Supplies Safety Boots Groundsman  Inv. 71773 £                 41.99  

49 Direct Boot & Shoe Supplies Waterproof Hi-Viz Jkt Inv. DB871801 £                 55.74  

50 Rialtas Year End Closedown of Accounting System Inv. 30643 £               906.00  

51 The Play Inspection Company Ltd - Annual Play Inspections Inv. 61291 £               270.00  

52 Rialtas Year End Software Maint Agreement Inv. SM27707 £               333.34  

53 Rialtas Year End Making Tax Digitial VAT Inv. SM27708 £                 80.06  

54 Ricky Tyler Landscapes - Maintenance Northaw Pond Inv 29912 £                 96.00  
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