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MEETING Full Council Meeting 

MEETING DATE Wednesday, 17th July 2024 

SUBJECT Playground works  

AGENDA ITEM NO. 24/25 28b 

REPORT BY Sally Griffiths, Office Manager, Northaw and Cuffley Parish Council  

 

01 BACKGROUND: 
 
Each year the Council has a safety inspection carried out by The Play Inspection Company. Following this 
inspection, we receive a report for each playground detailing any issues found.  
 
Every issue reported is given a grading from 1-25, with 1 being negligible risk and 25 being items requiring 
immediate attention. The highest rated items on this year’s report relate to the safety surfaces under the 
flat swing and the rotting of the timbers of the Junior Multiplay (MPU) both at Northaw Playing Field and 
both of which are rated as a moderate risk (12). All other findings are rated as low or very low risk. 
 
In addition, we have included repair costs for the zipwire at KGV, as the cableway failed unexpectedly on 
28th June, and is currently unusable. However, as there is some evidence of rot in the timbers of the 
structure and the considerable amount spent each year maintaining this piece of equipment, consideration 
could be given to removing this item of play equipment and replacing it with something less expensive to 
maintain. 
 

 

02 NORTHAW PROPOSAL: 
 
Price to complete other general maintenance requirements is £1,398.21 + vat 
- Secure loose fixings on fence 
- Adjust gate so that it closes between 4 and 8 seconds.  
(Due to the age of the gate it may be that there is no adjustment left.) 
- Break out gate and reinstall so that it opens out 
- Replace damaged chain cover on basket swing 
- New bushes, shackles, chains and seats for flat seat swing (parts for this £357.15 see below) 
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02 NORTHAW PROPOSAL (Cont): 
 
Other things to consider (including notes from contractor) 
- Flat seat swings, there are multiple findings on this item. Both with the surfacing and the swing 
itself. To renew the surfacing will be a considerable cost and I would not suggest renewing the surfacing 
unless the swing is being replaced at the same time.  
 

             
Price to replace swing and remove existing tiles and replace with black wetpour will be £7,180 + vat 
- Surfacing under the cradle seat swing could be included at the same time for £1,250 + vat 
             (Surfacing of the cradle swing completed in isolation would be £3,450 + vat) 
- 3 decks, 1 ‘shop’ panel, tunnel end panel to be created for the multiplay.  
This is doable, however, due to the age and deterioration of the unit we may have issues removing and 
replacing fixings if seized. Likelihood unknown until the contractor is onsite.  
 

        

       
 
Cost to replace these items will be £1,330.36 + vat 
For a full replacement of the MPU we would be looking between £15-20K to renew the item and surfacing.  
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02 NORTHAW PROPOSAL (Cont): 
 
Price from a separate contractor to sand, and paint, the metal picnic table and jet wash, sand and treat the 
bench within the playground is £430.00. 
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02 KGV PROPOSAL: 
 
Fitness equipment 
Missing cap and grip - £25 
On the whole, all of the fitness equipment is in a poor state.  
It may be worth removing the remaining items soon - £700 
 

 
 
Shelter  
Price to remove and dispose of the existing shelter and supply and install new 3m x 3m shelter £10,891.43  
https://www.aeevans.co.uk/product/square-shelter-with-seats/  
Consider adding Tigermulch to the floor and a small path to meet the existing pathway - £736.43 
 

 
 
Basket Swing 
New swing shackles - £38.40 (with other works or inspection) 
 

 

https://www.aeevans.co.uk/product/square-shelter-with-seats/
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Zipwire: 
Price to get the zipwire operational again is £1,905.71 + vat 
This includes supply and installation of: 

New cable 
2 x new top beams 
New brake spring (standard) 

 

     
 
Replacement stop spring (upgrade to Kompan spring recommended to reduce maintenance) £495 + vat 
Safety Surface repair - £100 
 
Zipwire Total: £2,500.71 
 

        
 
Small Junior MPU 
Surface Repair - £100 
Add soil / seed - £60 or Add mulch pad - £225 
 
Roundabout 
Recommended to remove 1m width of mulch, fix and top up sub base and add a colour wetpour wear ring - 
£2,057.66 
 
Drum play station 
Price to supply and install onto existing posts (remove and dispose of existing one) - £816.04  
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Still awaiting additional costs, which we will know following site visit: 
MUGA - Cost for missing post caps  
Timbers on the Multiplay.  
 

All costs excl VAT 
 
Price from a separate contractor to renovate the two metal picnic tables and four benches at KGV 
playground: £995.00 (jet wash, sand, and paint/jet wash, sand and treat). 
 

     
 

  
 

 
 

04 ACTIONS REQUIRED FROM COUNCILLORS: 
 
A decision on what, if any, works are to be carried out at each playground. 
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Implications (completed by the Clerk)  

Staffing Implications  Co-ordination, arrangement of works and overseeing, will 
be completed in normal working hours  

Council objectives  Meets objectives  

Equalities and human rights  There are no equality or human rights issues  

Crime & Disorder  Crime and disorder have been considered  

Biodiversity  There are no biodiversity issues  

Financial  Decisions will give rise to additional expenditure from ear 
marked reserves.  

Legal  Local Government Act 1894, Section 8 (1) 

(i) to execute any works (including works of 
maintenance or improvement) incidental to or 
consequential on the exercise of any of the foregoing 
powers, or in relation to any parish property, not being 
property relating to affairs of the church or held for an 
ecclesiastical charity;  

Risk Management  Material risks exist and these will be assessed prior to 
works carried out. Insurances and all other documents 
from contractors will be retained  

 
 
 


