
 

 

MINUTES OF EXTRA ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
16th JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

 OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB, COOPERS LANE, NORTHAW 
 

 

Present  Councillor Brent Cheetham – CHAIRMAN 
  Councillor Fred Allgood 
  Councillor Jane Brook 
  Councillor Mike Clark 
  Councillor Peter Dace 
  Councillor Barry Knichel 
  Councillor Bob Stubbs 
  Councillor Eric Wilcox 
 

Deputy Clerk Carol Branigan 
 
 Borough Councillors – B Sarson, G Michaelides, S Wrenn 
 
 Police Sergeant James Stopford & 18 members of the Public 
 

 

EM1/20 Apologies 
  There were none. 
 

EM2/20 Declarations of Interest 
  The Chair declared his interest in the National Liberal Party. 
 
EM3/20 Approval of Precept 

Cllr Stubbs had put forward a motion for this item after the agenda had been published which was, 
Given the inadequate and poorly prepared paperwork and analysis available to the meeting and the 
potentially unlawful nature of the process followed the Council agrees that this item should be 
deferred to the Council meeting of the 26th (sic 23rd) where it was originally scheduled for 
consideration. 
The papers and reports in relation to this item had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the 
Policy & Resources meeting which had taken place on 13th January 2020.  The P & R committee had 
approved the Financial Officers recommendation of a precept of £206K. Discussion took place with 
an initial vote on the motion proposed by Cllr Stubbs and seconded by Cllr Knichel with no other 
members in favour.  Further discussion followed with the Chair explaining the deadline given by the 
Borough Council for the item to be approved and Cllr Allgood informing all of the Financial Officers 
compliant methodology and recommendation of approving a precept request to Welwyn Hatfield 
Borough Council of £206,000. 
The Chairman, Cllr Cheetham, proposed a motion of approving the precept with Cllr Brook, Cllr 
Allgood, Cllr Wilcox and Cllr Dace all voting in favour.  Cllrs Stubbs, Knichel and Clark abstained. 
RESOLVED. 
 
 
 
  



EM4/20 The Council funding the costs of the environmental studies/advice currently funded by the 
community crowd funding as requested by the Residents Association. Motion – Cllr Stubbs, The 
Council agrees to fund the costs of the various studies as set in the request from the Residents 
Association dated 11th December. 
The background to this item was that it had previously been proposed at a council meeting in July 
2019 but had not been seconded.  Subsequently it had been put to a vote at a meeting of the parish 
in the following September where the majority of residents who had attended voted in favour.  The 
Parish Council had been advised by our Planning Consultants that these studies were not relevant at 
that time but would be covered by them within their remit whilst overseeing our Local and 
Neighbourhood Plans.   
Discussion took place with Cllrs Stubbs, Knichel and Clark voting in favour of the motion.  Cllrs 
Cheetham, Allgood, Dace, Brook & Wilcox voted against. It was noted that this was something that 
initially could have been requested via the Grants application but wouldn’t be eligible as it was an 
externally commissioned project which had already been paid for.  The Chairman also informed all 
that previous Parish Councillors had never funded protest group requests. 
MOTION FAILED      

 
EM5/20 WHBC Sustainability Appraisal -scope, in particular relating to future air quality in the Parish. 

Motion – Cllr Stubbs, The Council considers that the WHBC Sustainability Appraisal linked to the draft 
Local Plan falls short of its expectations as it does not include any detailed air quality impacts at a 
Parish Level. As a matter of urgency, the Council will take independent advice on the 
Sustainability Appraisal and what actions can be taken to ensure that concerns in relation to future 
air quality are considered within the Local Plan process. 
Discussion took place and it was agreed that as there was to be a meeting with the Planning 
Consultants, TROY, to discuss various issues in relation to these matters, this item should be 
deferred. 
   

EM6/20 Pending Information Commissioners Office Complaint/Investigation. Motions – Cllr Knichel, 1. 
Given that the ICO is currently undertaking an investigation in relation to the manner in which the 
Council responded to numerous FOI requests the Council should as a matter of urgency revisit the 
said requests to ensure full compliance with the requests. This will avoid any 
unnecessary reputational damage; and 2. The Council should as a matter of urgency put in place a 
FOI complaints and appeals process  
Discussion took place with Cllr Knichel outlining how he felt the Parish Council had not responded to 
his Freedom of Information request, in the correct manner, sent to the parish office last summer. 
Cllr Brook advised all of the process followed, having taking professional guidance from the 
Information Commissioners Office.  An internal review could not be carried out as the time 

limit had already been exceeded. Voting took place with Cllrs Knichel, Stubbs and Clark all in 
favour.  Cllrs Cheetham, Allgood, Brook, Dace and Wilcox voted against.  MOTION FAILED  

            
EM7/20 Gifts made to the Council in relation to air quality publication. Motion- Cllr Stubbs, The Council will 

make available to all Councillors and the Public the details of the "gift" that funded the air quality 
publication circulated at the September meeting of the Parish. In particular the identity of the donor, 
the monetary value and the accounting treatment.  

 Discussion took place with Cllr Stubbs claiming that a ‘gift’ had been received by the Parish Council in 
relation to a publication, printed for the benefit of the community, at the meeting of the Parish that 
had taken place in September. This had been funded by a member of the public who wished to 
remain anonymous.  The Chairman, Cllr Cheetham outlined the rules relating to the Code of 
Conduct, whereby individual Councillors who are in receipt of any gifts, be it a monetary or luxury 
item, with a value in excess of £100, have to declare it to the Monitoring officer.  He also described 
how we are to respect any person’s wishes in relation to their identity not being disclosed.  Voting 
took place with Cllrs Stubbs, Knichel and Clark in favour and Cllrs Wilcox, Cheetham, Dace, Allgood 
and Brook against.  MOTION FAILED   

 
 
                                                                                        



EM8/20 Neighbourhood Plan Strategy. Motion – Cllr Knichel, As a matter of urgency an independent review 
should be undertaken by the Council relating to the structure, management and technical expertise 
currently being deployed at all levels within the Council on the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 Cllr Knichel questioned the management of the formation and leadership of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee.  He felt that TROY, our professional planning consultants, needed to be managed by us, 
their clients, in relation to their management of the steering group being set up in connection with 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Brook explained the requirements expected by the Inspector and how 
the whole process is a collaborative one.  Voting took placed with Cllrs Knichel, Stubbs and Clark in 
favour and Cllrs Cheetham, Brook, Dace, Wilcox and Allgood against.  MOTION FAILED 

  
EM9/20 Issuing of public statements other than to press and media. Motion – Cllr Stubbs, The Council 

confirms that individual Councillors can make public statements provided it is made clear it is a 
personal view and also that the Chair can if requested make statements to the press and media as 
set out in Standing Orders. All other statements require the approval of the full Council and should be 
limited to agreed facts and approved policies.  Discussion took place with regard to the rules set out 
within the Standing Orders in relation to the above.  In response to a statement issued by SCANGB, 
criticizing the Parish council and circulated via the Northaw & Cuffley Residents Association, (NCRA) 
Cllr Brook, with the approval of the Chair and Deputy Clerk, had sent a rebuttal.  The Chair of NCRA 
having discussed and agreeing to publish Cllr Brooks rebuttal, later refused to do so after being told 
not to by Cllr Stubbs.  Voting took place with Cllrs Stubbs, Knichel and Clark in favour.  Cllrs 
Cheetham, Wilcox, Allgood and Brook against.  Cllr Dace abstained. MOTION FAILED 

                                                                   
EM10/20 Provision of Refreshments for the public at Council meetings. Motion – Cllr Stubbs, The Council will 

as soon as practical make available to the public attending meetings coffee, tea and soft drinks. 
 The Chair proposed, seconded by Cllr Brook.  There were no other votes.  Cllr Knichel suggested all 

to bring their own refreshments. 
   
EM11/20 Close of Business 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm 

 

 

Signed_____________________________________________    Date_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


