
Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish

May 2023



Welcome & Introductions

• An informal meeting where residents have the opportunity 
to review the work and short/longer term plans of the 
Parish Council, but this doesn’t need to be an annual event

• Questions are always welcome but in the interests of time 
we may have to take some of these off-line

• We expect to finish by 7:30pm



Agenda

• Looking back to last year
• Neighbourhood Plan

• Financial Review 2022/23

• Local Plan

• What will this year look like
• Community Projects

• Colesdale Farm events

• Planning issues

• Q & A



Neighbourhood Plan

• Third time of asking

• First Parish or Town Council in Welwyn & Hatfield 

• Will give us some protection in the future

• And revenue

• Resounding referendum result 

• Its already started to have an impact

• Sincere thanks to all involved



Financial review 2022/23



Headlines

• Revenue from car parks is one third of all income – precept 
is two thirds

• Some allowance made for technical & legal support to 
respond to Local Plan proposals

• Allowance to start formulating what the community 
projects could look like



2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

Income
Precept & other

222,979 245,107 257,511 268,500

Income
Sopers Road

3,733 20,215 100,733 75,000

Income
Maynards Place

7,254 14,957 23,558 23,000

Total Income 233,966 280,279 381,802 366,500

Operating Costs 193,850 255,420 274,622 321,115

Project Costs 47,918 101,719 50,628 115,000

Grants 23,554 0 (no applications) 0 (no applications) 15,000

Total Costs 265,322 357,139 325,250 451,115

Reserves C/fwd 405,196 328,337 335,970 259,000



Local Plan update

• Have given the inspector the final round or consultations
• Expect him to make NO changes to the plan

• Not sure where the council stands on this
• Different political parties seem to change their mind

• In December the then administration performed a major U-turn, LibDems 
supported them

• Only time will tell

• When we know the final recommendations we will take 
legal advice on what can be done
• Mostly around High Harm Green Belt

• The Meadway is a problem



What will this year look like?



Community Projects

• Steering Group made up of residents & councillors

• Mix of skills and opinions and not just self representation

• Use of subject matter experts to help the SG to understand 
what is possible, what is involved and what are the risk



Colesdale Farm Events

• The council chose to agree a new licence rather than try 
and revoke

• 6 events over 3 weekends

• All elements of these events will be controlled by WHBC

• They will control all communication, sound monitoring, 
traffic plans and complaints.

• They promised to “come down hard” on any transgression

• Maybe only 2 or 3 more years



Other Planning issues

• Wells Farm (14)

• Colesdale Farm 

• Planning by Appeal if no Local Plan

• The ongoing role of the Parish Council in planning 
applications



Q & A



Thank You
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