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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
23rd JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM
SMALL HALL, CUFFLEY HALL

Councillor Brent Cheetham — CHAIRMAN
Councillor Fred Allgood
Councillor Jane Brook
Councillor Mike Clark
Councillor Peter Dace
Councillor Bob Stubbs
Deputy Clerk  Carol Branigan
PCSO Nathan Davey
9 Members of the Public
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Wilcox and Clir Knichel

Declaration/Conflict of Interest

The Chairman declared his membership of the National Liberal Party.

Discussion took place in relation to a letter received by a member of the public questioning conflicts of
interest between Clirs Stubbs, Knichel and Clark in relation to their association with SCANGB, who have
actively campaigned against majority decisions of the Parish Council. CONFLICT OF INTEREST = A situation in
which a person has a duty to more than one person or organisation but cannot do justice to the actual or
potentially adverse interest of both parties. The Deputy Clerk reported on the Monitoring Officers advice
that if a council decision is likely to be tainted by bias and predetermination, due to a Councillor (or
Councillors) failure to declare an interest or having a conflict of interest, the Clerk should advise them to
declare the conflict/interest and that due to this, not partake in decision making on the item nor vote on it.

To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14" November 2019
The minutes of the PC meeting of 14" November 2019 were approved and signed.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

Interim Audit Report
The Deputy Clerk informed all that the recent interim audit report had been very good with a few minor
observations.

Amendment to Financial Regulations from NALC

11. Contracts 11.1.ii ‘for specialist services such as are provided by legal professionals acting in disputes;
The above amendment had been hi-lighted at the recent audit. Cllr Cheetham proposed, seconded by Clir
Brook for its inclusion in our Financial Regulations. All agreed. RESOLVED.
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Relationship between Parish Council & SCANGB — Motion for Consideration by Cllr Brook, “De facto officers of
SCANGB cannot be Chair of the Parish Council”

ClIr Stubbs, when previously a member of the council, had initiated a policy to disallow members of the
Parish Council, who were also Officers/Chairmen of local residents associations or other public groups, from
being nominated for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council. Discussion took place then the motion
was proposed by Clir Brook, seconded by Clir Cheetham and supported by Clirs Allgood and Dace. Clirs Clark
and Stubbs abstained. MOTION RESOLVED

Local Plan — Motion for Consideration by ClIr Stubbs, The Council notes the recent WHBC Site Allocation proposals and
now considers that as a matter of urgency the following actions should be taken, subject to advice from Troy and others-

A capacity assessment should be commissioned to test the capacity of both the rail line and station car park taking
account of the planned developments in both Goffs Oak and Cuffley

A capacity assessment of the local road network through Cuffley should be commissioned taking account of the planned
developments in both Goffs Oak and Cuffley and the proposals for additional primary school provision

A landscape and greenbelt impact study should be commissioned in relation to sites HS30, HS29 and Cuf15.

An air quality assessment should be commissioned taking account of the highway capacity assessment and the planned
developments in both Goffs Oak and Cuffley

A senior legal advocate should be engaged to both advise on strategy at the public enquiry and present the Council'

ClIr Stubbs proposed, seconded by Clir Cheetham, supported by Clirs Allgood, Clark and Dace. Clir Brook
pointed out these items were already being considered by Troy and abstained. RESOLVED

Neighbourhood Plan — Approving Terms of Reference & Committee Members

Clir Brook had provided the Terms of Reference document prior to the meeting. The previous paper had
stated for 3 members only, of the Parish Council, to join the committee but other members were also keen.
Clir Brook proposed, for 5 members of the Parish Council, plus 10 members of the Community representing
different groups, including 1 representing business, to be eligible and for all to approve the Terms of
Reference. This was seconded by Cllr Cheetham and carried. RESOLVED

Advice/Guidance as suggested by Monitoring Officer in relation to complaints made by Clir Stubbs

The Deputy Clerk read out the suggested guidance received from the Monitoring Officer. She informed all
that the private and confidential letter had been written in an advisory capacity only and that there was no
legal or statutory basis that would oblige the Parish Council to act upon the advice. The main emphasis
recommended for all Councillors to have urgent refresher training regarding the Code of Conduct and to
include regular training for the roles of Chair/Vice Chair.

Update from PCSO
The local PCSO updated all on the latest issues within the two villages and supplied a report which is
attached to these minutes.

Question Time

The Chair of the Residents Association asked for a copy of the letter sent in by a resident referring to the
Conflict of Interest, as mentioned in item 63/19.

A resident informed all of the fact that an emergency fire door within Cuffley Hall had been locked at a
recent public meeting.

Meetings of the Council — Motion for Consideration by Clir Cheetham, Full Council meetings to take place each
month

The Chair informed all that at one time the Parish Council would hold full meetings every month. Discussion
took place then a vote. Cllr Cheetham proposed, seconded by Clir Stubbs and supported by Clir Allgood.
Clirs Clark and Dace voted against with ClIr Brook abstaining. RESOLVED

Saturday Opening — Motion for Consideration by Clir Cheetham, Councillors to revert to taking turns to meet the public on
Saturday mornings at the Council Offices

Discussion took place with the majority of Councillors unsupportive. Provision is already available for
members of the public to meet with any Councillor by appointment. MOTION FAILED
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Reports from Committees & Working Parties: -

a. Planning Applications
Clir Brook reported on recent applications including a further application from Wood Green Timber in
relation to the racking structures and also Park Farm applying for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a
motorcycle track.

b. Policy & Resources
Clir Allgood reported details of the last meeting including the lease renewal with Cuffley Football Club.
A query was raised by ClIr Stubbs regarding the distinction of KGV ownership in connection with the
Fields in Trust arrangement.

c. Personnel & Urgency —to be discussed under item 18
Outside Committee Reports: -

Cuffley Hall Management Committee
The Chairman, Clir Cheetham, reported on the latest meeting from Cuffley Hall and informed all of the
Treasurer’s decision to step down.

Kidston Institute
The Chair of the Committee reported how the Institute had financially contributed to the repair and
replacement of the damaged manhole drain covers in the carpark of Northaw Village Hall.

Northaw Village Hall
The Chair of the Committee advised all that a replacement caretaker had now taken up the post.

Such other business in the opinion of the Chair that is of sufficient urgency to warrant immediate
attention
There was none.

Exclusion of the Press & Public

Having regard to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the meeting is not now open to
the Press & Public pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 196

Members of the Press & Public departed.

Staff Annual Pay Award and Additional Remuneration Ratification

Clir Allgood provided a report, which had been approved at the recent Policy & Resources meeting, outlining
the details of the Annual Pay Award to Staff of 2% plus a one off bonus to the Deputy Clerk in recognition of
the additional work she has rendered to the Council in the prolonged absence of the Clerk, on long term sick
leave from October 2018 and ongoing.

Status Update on resolution of long-term absence of the Clerk
The matter is being progressed.

Close of Meeting
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.26pm.

Signed Date




