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         NORTHAW & CUFFLEY EXTRA ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL  
    MEETING HELD IN MAYNARD PLACE OFFICES, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA  

          ON WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 2025, 7pm 
 

Members in attendance 
Cllr C Burrows 
Cllr B Cheetham  
Cllr C Omand   
Cllr B Roberts 
 

Cllr P Singleton 
Cllr D Sive (Chairman)  
Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters 

Other attendees  
County Councillor Thomson, Borough Councillor Fitzsimmons and the Northaw & Cuffley Office 
Manager.  

 
24/25-6755555555   24/24/25-67 24/25-67 25/26-14 
  

APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Cllr Henderson and Cllr Clark sent their apologies and these were accepted for the 
reason stated.  Councillors are reminded that formal apologies for any meeting in 
which a summons is issued need to be sent to the Chair of Council or the Clerk.  
 

24/25-68 25/26-15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were none raised.  It was noted that should any other conflicts become 
apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda and noted.  

 

24/25-69 25/26-16 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no members of the public in attendance 
 

24/25-70 25/26-17 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held 21st May 2025, were noted as 
circulated.  The minutes as presented were duly proposed, seconded and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to be a true and accurate record of the 
meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council. Signed copies are noted 
to be on file and in the Parish Council records at the archive as required. 
Motion carried.  
 

24/25-71 25/26-18 INTERNAL AUDIT 2024/25 
a) Council noted the Internal Auditor report for 2024/25 as circulated.   
b) The comments on the Internal Audit report were noted and discussed.  It was 

agreed that the followed be noted and the RFO commented on the action plan 
for the matters raised: 
Box B – it was confirmed that the comments in the internal audit report were 
correct and that the play area phased project estimated project works for concept 
designs for £32,000 did not go through the Government Procurement website, 
this was a specialist service written by a local company with in depth knowledge 
of the local area and the specific phases were written with the Northaw & Cuffley 
area specifically in mind.  The second query on the tree survey was a specialist 
drone survey which in 2022 when the last survey was done by the same company 
was not offered by other local companies.  Both matters were considered 
specialist and with local knowledge of the area and Parish Council requirements. 
Box C – a review of the financial risk assessment was not carried out in financial 
year 2025/26 and whilst this is correct the review was 16 days prior to 2024/25 
financial year.  A review of the risk assessment will take place at the next Parish 
Council meeting in July 2025.  
Bank Reconciliations – These will be reviewed by a councillor for an evidence 
check at each bi-monthly Parish Council meeting, so signed at least quarterly.  
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Reserves/Precept – Council noted that when discussing the budget for 2026/27 
the reserves will be considered in advance of the Precept.  However it was 
pointed out that a project which would take a significant amount of reserves be 
noted.  Chase Manhattan Bank does not accept Parish Council funds so the 
Clerk was asked to investigate alternatives such as the CCLA and Close Brothers 
for the Council meeting in September 2025.  
Councillor Register of Interests – it was confirmed that the Parish Clerk had 
no authority to challenge or manage Parish Council registers of interest and if 
there were to be any queries these would be investigated by the Monitoring 
Officer at Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC) which is therefore why 
these are sent to the democratic services officer for display on their website.  It 
appears that the WHBC website refers to copies on the Parish Council website 
so this will be raised with them and councillors were asked to check their current 
copies to ensure they were up to date and correct and that councillors were 
content with the level of redaction. Version 4 of the ICO publication was noted. 

c) The Internal Audit signed page 3 of the Annual Governance return 2024/25 was 
noted by Council as circulated.  
 

24/25-72 25/26-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTERNAL AUDIT 2024/25 
a) NCPC Balance Sheet 2024/25 

The Balance Sheet for 2024/25 was noted as circulated. Councillors raised 
concerns about the funding level in the current account.  It was duly proposed, 
seconded and RESOLVED by majority vote that £250,000.00 be transferred from 
the Unity Bank Current Account to the Unity Bank Reserve Account.  These were 
both confirmed to be instant access accounts.  
Motion carried.  
Councillors requested that the S106 Officer be contacted about the funds 
available and that a figure for what might be required to be funded by the Parish 
Council be discussed at a future meeting in September 2025. It was duly 
proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the 
NCPC  Balance Sheet for 2024/25 be signed by the Chair.  
Motion carried  

b) Section 1 of the Annual Governance Accountability Return 2024/25 (AGAR) 
The Chair of Council read each individual statement from Page 4 of 6.  It 
was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands 
that section 1 of the AGAR responses should be ‘yes’ for all boxes 1,3,4,6,7,8  
with n/a for response to box 9, boxes 2 and 5 were responded to as ‘no’ in line 
with the internal audit report.  It was further duly proposed, seconded, and 
unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that the document was accepted 
and should be signed by the Chair of Council and the Clerk/RFO.  This was 
signed and dated with minute reference 25/26-19b.  
Motion carried  
Section 2 of the Annual Governance Accountability Return 2024/25 
The figures for section 2 of the AGAR were noted as circulated and it was noted 
that the Clerk/RFO had signed these figures 16th May 2025.  There were no 
questions on the figures for section 2 of the AGAR and it was duly proposed, 
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show of hands that section 2 of 
the AGAR accounting statements was accepted and that the statement should 
be signed by the Chair of Council.  This was signed and dated with minute 
reference 25/26-19b.   
Motion carried  
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c) Confirmation of the dates of public rights 2024/25 
The period as stated on the agenda was confirmed as starting Thursday 26th 
June 2025 and ending Wednesday 6th August 2025.  These dates were noted 
by Council.  These dates would be confirmed with PKF Littlejohn LLP and 
displayed on the noticeboards and the website.  Council noted the dates. stated.  

24/25-78  
 25/26-20 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no members of the public in attendance.  There were questions from 
Councillors on updates to such as the planning meeting and the millennium wall 
progress which would be discussed at Full Council in July 2025.  
 

  
Meeting closed at 7.42pm 
L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA 
Clerk to the Council  
Drafted 26/06/2025 
For approval by Council 16th July 2025 
 
 
Signed by Chair   
Cllr Sive  
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