NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL

7 Maynard Place, Cuffley, Herts, EN6 4JA
Telephone: 01707 875825

NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN CUFFLEY HALL, MAYNARD PLACE, CUFFLEY EN6 4JA
ON WEDNESDAY 16 JULY 2025, 7pm

Members in attendance

Clir C Burrows Clir B Roberts

Clir B Cheetham Clir P Singleton

Clir J Henderson Clir D Sive (Chairman)

Cllr C Omand Clerk to the Council, Mrs L Peters

Other attendees
Three members of the public and the Northaw & Cuffley Office Manager.

25/26-21 APOLOGIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
None received and the absence of ClIr Clark was noted with no apologies
confirmed. One member of the public noted to be audio recording.

25/26-22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None raised in advance. It was noted that should any other conflicts become
apparent that they would be raised at the appropriate time in the agenda and
noted.

25/26-23 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
7.03pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask
questions/make statements to the Council.
There were comments on the following from attendees/residents:

¢ A representative of the Northaw Orchard gave an update on the lease
stating that the lease was being commented on by a legal representative
and further comments would be made, no firm commitment was made
on when the Parish Council would receive these further comments.

e A resident raised the Millenium Gardens information and it was
confirmed that a response was still awaited from Welwyn Hatfield
Borough Council

e A resident raised a concern that a document being presented to the
Parish Council had already been marked as approved. The Responsible
Financial Officer (RFO) clarified that all documents brought before the
Parish Council are subject to formal approval by the Council and remain
open to amendment. In this instance, while the document had been
reviewed by the Council’s legal officer and a recommendation made for
its adoption, it had not yet been formally approved by the Parish Council.

¢ A resident requested why there was no PCSO report, one had not been
received. It was later confirmed that as a result of the Parish Council
ceasing funding no further reports would be prepared and received.

7.08pm Standing Orders reinstated

25/26-24 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 25" June 2025, were noted as
circulated. The minutes as presented were duly proposed, seconded and
RESOLVED by a unanimous show of hands to be a true and accurate record
of the meeting. Minutes were duly signed by the Chair of Council. Signed copies
are noted to be on file and in the Parish Council records at the archive as
required.

Motion carried.
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25/26-25 FINANCE — AUDIT, POLICY AND MONTHLY COMMITMENTS

a) Retrospective Approval of payments May 2025 & June 2025
Councillors noted the circulated and approved payment schedule for May
2025. Payments 17-33 were paid by BACS through Unity at the end of May
a total of £6,944.90. Also circulated was the June 2025 payment sheet with
payments 34-55 which were paid by BACS through Unity a total of
£13,791.59. All payments as noted would be confirmed within these
minutes. Payments were duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously
RESOLVED by a show of hands to be retrospectively approved.
Motion carried.

b) Delegated authority for July 2025 and August 2025
The Clerk was given delegated authority to make the July 2025 and August
2025 payments required for months 4 & 5. This was subject to sign off by
two councillors prior to payment and that the payment sheets would be
retrospectively approved at the September 2025 meeting — this motion was
duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands.
Motion carried

c) Financial Management Risk Assessment 2025/26
Document was noted as circulated. There were the following questions
raised.
e CCTV being accessed via the tennis club was raised as a concern.
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by
show of hands that costs for removing CCTV access from the tennis
club and putting in the satellite office to include an internet connection
would be investigated and carried out.
Motion carried
¢ Equipment at KGV and the storage of fuel from a councillor visit was
raised. It was confirmed that a third party now brought fuel to KGV
so the storage of fuel was no longer occurring at KGV by the Parish
Council.
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a
majority show of hands that the document as drafted be adopted for the
2025/26 financial year.
Motion carried.

d) Community Grant Policy 2025/26
Document amended by Councillor Roberts was noted as circulated.
Councillor Roberts gave a comprehensive response to the reasons for the
policy amendment. It was a technical point to address the level of reserves.
Councillors debated and felt this was a good adjustment to the policy and
would bring in more requests for grants.
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by a show
of hands that the document be adopted for the 2025/26 financial year.
Motion carried.

25/26-26 FINANCE COMMITMENTS AND PROJECTS 2025/26
a) Repeat KGV Drainage Survey
The survey was noted as circulated. Councillors were directed to Page 39
which confirmed that there had been little to no deterioration in the two years
since the last survey and the recommendation was to monitor and repeat
the survey in 2 years. The disruption of the works to all clubs was noted
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and after significant debate it was duly proposed, seconded, and
unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that a further survey would be
carried out in 12 months and not 2 years along with a crawler unit as
suggested in the survey.

Motion carried

It was also noted that the tennis club had communicated with the Parish
Council and the Chair of Council confirmed that he along with other
councillors would be happy to meet the tennis club to hear their issues. The
Clerk was asked to respond to the tennis club recent email, share the
decision of the Council and offer a meeting.

b) Christmas Lighting Scheme 2025
Quotes were noted as circulated. It was duly proposed, seconded, and
unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that the quote for the same
lighting scheme be accepted for Christmas 2025. Councillors also
confirmed they would like the Christmas Tree as quoted for Cuffley.
Investigations on location would be carried out.
Motion carried.

c) Costs for lining KGV 2025/26
Report was noted as circulated. It was recommended that the cheapest
contractor was an unknown and that the current contractor was a good price
with experience of KGV. Although they did not have a robot it would be
discussed that in 2026/27 the Parish Council would prefer these services
were carried out by robot either belonging to themselves or a contractor.
It was duly proposed, seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of
hands that the contract for the lining of KGV be awarded to the current
contractor.
Motion carried

25/26-27 LANDOWNER & LEGAL MATTERS
a) ORCHARD LEASE
Councillors were content with the update from the representative and
moved on.

b) BT OPENREACH STATION ROAD
Documents were noted as circulated. After debate it was duly proposed,
seconded, and unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that a wayleave
be confirmed with BT Openreach for their works at Station Road.
Motion carried

c) PLOUGH HILL ASSET TRANSFER
Report noted as circulated. Councillors raised concerns which would need
investigating prior to them being comfortable to take on this asset/liability.
The Clerk was instructed to make further investigations into the purchase of
this land and the item was deferred to a future meeting.

d) PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUMMER 2025
After explanation and debate, it was duly proposed, seconded, and
unanimously RESOLVED by show of hands that for the period 16" July
2025 — 17" September 2025 planning applications and any resident
comments would be circulated by email to all councillors and comments
made would be delegated to the Clerk to submit.
Motion carried
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25/26-28 PARISH COUNCIL WORKING GROUPS
a) Highways & Footpaths
No update for this meeting.

b) Planning
Chair of Council drew councillors and residents to the Call for Sites from
the new Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC) Local Plan which
would be discussed tomorrow (17t July 2025) at Full Council by WHBC.
He read out a significant number of proposed housing developments.
Councillors remained concerned but would like to comment when the
consultation is announced.

c) KGV
The group needed to meet. The Chair of Council would bring some dates
to the members of the working group and a meeting would be convened.

25/26-29 PARISH ADMINISTRATION
a) Clerk report
The following verbal report confirmed the following matters:
e Barrier at Maynard Place Car Park hit and damaged, person found on
CCTV and company have already paid for the damage and repair.

e The tree survey work for critical and 3 months recommended works will
be carried out at a cost of £4,320 quoted from the Parish Council
approved contractor.

e Trees in the Millenium Gardens will be removed shortly as we are still
waiting for WHBC to formally respond but we know these trees need
removing and would prefer to carry out the works during the Summer
holidays when the village is quieter.

e As discussed an email from the Chair of the Tennis Club requesting
refunds for unblocking drains and action to be carried out on the drains,
having now noted Council resolution a response will be sent to this
request.

e Over the next few months thought will be given to the concrete MUGA
style area in Northaw Park — it would be useful if councillors could put
forward any ideas for this area perhaps when discussing with local
residents although we will refer back to suggestions made previously.

o Football Club have requested a meeting but haven’t yet confirmed the
content — will send a chaser email.

e Next Council meeting will be 17t September 2025, agenda will be sent
out 12t September

b) Matters for reporting since issuing agenda (and questions to Clerk)
Safety issue at Northaw Green — parking from Judges on the green raised
by residents, Clerk would like to take action with the Chairman as this is a
health and safety matter and considered urgent but councillors are asked to
make comment after meeting on the options. If they could please stay
behind to review and discuss when the meeting ends.
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25/26-30 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
8.17pm Standing Orders were suspended so members of the public could ask
questions/make statements to the Council.
There were the following questions/topics covered in questions from the public:

e Aresident raised the usefulness of the Neighbourhood Plan and was it
worth it. A discussion on planning applications and references to the
Neighbourhood Plan and the changes in Central Government was
noted.

e Aresident raised information on the removal of conifer trunks.

e Aresident asked if any councillor was attending WHBC Council meeting
tomorrow evening.

e There was an invitation to the Northaw Orchard Community Picnic being
held this Sunday 20" July from 12pm-4pm where all councillors were
invited.

8.23pm Standing Orders recommenced

Councillors asked a couple of questions for investigation:
e To the Clerk - Is the surface at Northaw Green guaranteed as there are
weeds growing through
e To the Footpaths and Highways Group — accident in Northaw.

Meeting closed at 8.25pm

L Peters LCGI PSLCC CPFA CiLCA

Clerk to the Council

Drafted 17t July 2025

For approval by Council 17t September 2025

IN COLLABORATION WITH SLCC, NALC, OVW, COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS

Signed by Chair
Clir Sive
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NORTHAW & CUFFLEY PAYMENTS LIST — Q1 2024/25

Approved payments for May (Month 2)

Ref. No | Payment To Payment For inc. VAT
17 Hertfordshire CCTV Replacement camera KGV £308.04
18 Watermatic Spring Station Road irrigation £978.00
19 Herts Full Stop 2nd Class large letter stamps £6.20
20 Herts Full Stop A4 copier paper £21.54
21 Ricky Tyler GM Sopers Road Car Park steps £198.00
22 Complete FP Annual KGV fire extinguishers £54.00
23 Flowbird UK Ltd Trans charges £237.20
24 Herts Full Stop First Aid supplies £30.41
25 Ricky Tyler GM GM Contract - May 25 £1,362.05
26 Ricky Tyler GM Churchyard contract - May 25 £230.40
27 Watermatic parts for irrigation system £14.30
28 Rialtas Year End 8/5/25 £1,046.40
29 Clerk Expenses Zoom (Feb - May) £62.36
30 TBS Hygiene Ltd Dog waste collection £210.00
31 TBS Hygiene Ltd Litter collection £966.00
32 Sun Cleaning 7MP windows - May 2025 £20.00
33 Crystal DMS KGV CCTV drain survey £1,200.00

Approved payments for June (Month 3)

Ref. No | Payment To Payment For inc. VAT
34 Play Inspection Co. Annual play inspections £312.00
35 Railtas Tfer of accounting software £42.00
36 Flowbird UK Ltd Smartfolio transactions £163.01
37 Substance Production of Update issue 86 £1,000.00
38 Cuffley Hall Venue for Council meeting £72.00
39 HD Print Printing of Update issue 86 £2,573.00
40 HD Print Credit note due to overcharge -£1,150.00
41 TBS Hygiene Litter bin collections £772.80
42 Clear Councils Insurance renewal £5,315.86
43 Sunney Sports Ltd Pitch mow/mark tournament £1,260.00
44 TBS Hygiene Dog waste bin collections £168.00
45 Sun Cleaning Window cleaning - May £20.00
46 BNC Associates 7MP Sv Charge increase £29.82
47 HD Print Credit note due to over charge -£10.00
48 Royal Mail Delivery of Update issue 86 £443.90
49 Anglian sign casting Rep plaque KGV QElI £141.40
50 HAPTC Internal audit 2024-2025 £595.35
51 Ricky Tyler coping stone in MGardens £150.00
52 Ricky Tyler Contract GM £1,362.05
53 Ricky Tyler Churchyard Contract £230.40
54 AVA Recreation Quarterly inspection/maint £318.00
55 TBS Hygiene Credit no 7128 -£18.00
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